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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Hi Fellow PROBUS Members,
If  it seems like time has flown since you read 

our last newsletter, it’s not you – it’s us.  We had 
a few glitches with the July issue (most of  them 
being mine) which resulted in the newsletter be-
ing almost two weeks late.  But I think we’ve got 
everything resolved and we’re now back on our 
regular schedule.  

The newsletter is an effort by at least seven club 
volunteers each month to write and find content 
and to produce and distribute the newsletter.  For 
instance Arlene Walker, who does all the extensive 
production for our newsletter including the won-
derful graphics, also does the same for Focus on 
Scugog magazine here in Port Perry.  We’re excep-
tionally lucky to have someone of  that calibre who 
both produces the newsletter and serves as well on 
the club management committee.  Although work-
ing on the newsletter is a time-consuming endeav-
our, it’s one that all of  those who contribute enjoy 
doing.  But we can always use additional content, 
so feel free to send us your ideas and discoveries.

We’re excited to be planning our first member-
ship meeting since the start of  the COVID-19 cri-
sis, even if  it will be a virtual meeting instead of  an 
in-person one.  Our ability to hold in-person meet-

ings depends greatly on the group sizes and social 
distancing limitations under the regulations and, 
equally important, on our club members’ willing-
ness to meet in person.  It could very well be many 
months yet for all of  that to align so as to enable us 
to hold in-person meetings safely.  So until then we 
will likely have to resort to virtual (online) activi-
ties for the most part.

Nevertheless our membership meeting in Sep-
tember should be a fun one with live-streamed  
interesting speakers, a free  prize draw and the oppor- 
tunity for members to converse with one another. 
We’re also seeing more interest groups using the 
virtual meeting platform called Zoom for their 
meetings, and we’re planning some other upcom-
ing social activities on Zoom for this fall.  If  you’re 
not yet familiar with Zoom, perhaps now is the 
time to look into using that platform so you don’t 
miss out on some great upcoming activities.

On another matter I want to thank the 325 club 
members who renewed their club membership and 
the 15 new members who joined us this summer.  
Even though most of our club activities have been 
suspended since March, we still incur expenses (for 
example insurance, website, banking, PROBUS 
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CLUB NOTICES

....................  Club Notices continued next page

Thank you to everyone who has renewed their PROBUS Club 
of  Port Perry membership. The deadline for renewals has come and 
gone and our membership currently stands at 340 paid up mem-
bers.  Thank you for your continued support and involvement in the 
PROBUS Club of  Port Perry especially during these trying times of  
social distancing.

I would also like to ask all existing members to please advise me 
of  any changes to your home address, email address or telephone 
numbers. Please send an email with the changes to Linda Parry at: 
portperryprobus@gmail.com so that we can avoid anyone missing 
out on our upcoming activities.

Linda Parry, 
 Membership Chair, PROBUS Club of  Port Perry

IMPORTANT MEMBERSHIP UPDATE

In the time of  COVID-19 we need to 
stay home to keep safe and be well.  But 
to stay connected with other members and 
continue with our club meetings in the in-
terim, we’re planning to use Zoom video 
conferencing for monthly General member-
ship meetings.

Zoom meetings are used by schools, 
churches, businesses and individuals quite 
safely if  you follow the best practices pro-
vided by the Zoom software company.  It’s quite easy to use; hence 
its popularity has skyrocketed with all age groups, especially during 
the Coronavirus outbreak.

What do you need to use Zoom?

•  All you need is a computer, tablet or smartphone. For those 
without any of  those, you may join by telephone if  you wish 
(although there will be no video of  course).

How do you join the meeting?

•  To get a head-start on using Zoom, go to this link on the web:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9isp3qPeQ0E to have 
a look at this instructional video. It’s only eight minutes long, 
and it’s very clearly explained.

Before our first meeting we will send 
every member a more detailed step-by-step 
how-to guide.

Additionally some of  you may wish to 
have a chance to get a head start with some 
hands-on experience. We’re offering one-
on-one coaching sessions to help you be-
come more comfortable with the platform. 
It will consist of  getting you set up with the 
Zoom application as well as learning some 

of  the basic functions.
If  you’re interested in getting any assistance with Zoom, please 

feel free to contact any of  us below:
 Barb Sinclair: (Zoom Coach):   
(barbarasinclair18@gmail.com or 905-985-7998)
 Tim Casey (president.portperryprobus@gmail.com  
or 905-985-3991)
 Brian Davidson (vicepresident.portperryprobus@gmail.com  
or 905-985-4670)
 Janet Casey (janet.casey88@gmail.com or 905-985-3991)
 Judy Spring (judith.spring@outlook.com or 905-447-4557)

“SEE YOU IN SEPTEMBER”

THE CLUB IS GOING “VIRTUAL”  
FOR THE SEPTEMBER 15th GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING!

President’s Message continued .......

Canada fees, etc.) to keep the club going.  So thank you for your 
support of the club during these difficult times.  Rest assured we will 
continue to ramp up our club activities to the extent possible.  And 
we’ll plan a great re-opening of in-person activities as soon as we can 
resume regular operations.

We’ve got about 6 weeks of  summer left, so take advantage of  the 
wonderful weather and spend as much time as possible outdoors.  

Stay healthy, stay engaged and stay safe.
 Tim Casey, President, PROBUS Club of  Port Perry 

president.portperryprobus@gmail.com   •  905-985-3991
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SOME QUICK REMINDERS

LOOKING FOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE 
NEWSLETTER & WEBSITE 

We need your input for the newsletter, website and Facebook 
pages. So if  you come across interesting websites, recently re-
opened shops, restaurants or places to visit, or future scheduled 
events of  interest, please email us at portperryprobus@gmail.com

REMINDER REGARDING  
IN-PERSON CLUB ACTIVITIES 

Because most of  our club members fall into the vulnerable sector 
of  those affected by theCOVID-19 virus, the club requires that any 
applicable federal, provincial and municipal regulations and pub-
lic health recommendations for groups be strictly followed in any 
club-sponsored in-person activity.  And that currently covers the 
social distancing, wearing of  masks, ensuring that adequate hand 
sanitizer is available and that the host or service provider for the 
group has employed recommended provisions for sanitization of  
surfaces (that are likely to be encountered by the attendees) before 
and during any meeting or activity.

In addition to the prime purpose of  ensuring the safety of  our 
members, another reason we have to be cautious about in-person 
club activities in the COVID-19 environment has to do with our 
liability insurance.  Our insurer has advised that we still have full 
coverage for the club.  However any insurance claims involving 
COVID-19 related issues for an in-person activity could be adverse-
ly affected if  club members did not follow applicable government 
regulations in place at that time as regards the club activity.  

Obviously, any group of  people can meet on their own at any 
time.  However, to be considered or marketed in any way as a PRO-
BUS club activity, the above noted regulations and guidelines must 
be fully followed. 

CLUB FACEBOOK GROUP 
If  you haven’t done so already, please consider joining our club’s 

new Facebook group. We have around 90 members now on it and 
are looking for more to join. There’s no obligation to input anything 
if  you don’t want to, but you’ll find a lot of  good information, inspi-
ration and laughs on the site from those who do.

To join our Facebook group, use the following instructions:
1.  Click on the following link or enter it into your browser: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ProPP/
2.  Sign in to Facebook account if  prompted or if  you’re not a 

member of  Facebook, open an account.
3. Press ‘join group’
4. Answer the entry question
Once you have been verified as a member, you will receive a 

notification on Facebook of  entry to the group. You are then free to 
participate as much or as little as you would like, whether it be just 
reading posts or contributing, the choice is yours. The only rules 
are that posts must not be political, religious, or offensive. No fund-
raising except as approved by the management committee. For any 
issues feel free to email judith.spring@outlook.com

PROBUS CHALLENGE -  
ASSISTING FELLOW MEMBERS 

You are challenged to consider fellow PROBUS members who 
live alone or may be having trouble throughout this lengthy period 
of social distancing. This may be coping with day-to-day living or 
isolation.  They may not wish to reach out for help.  Give two mem-
bers a friendly call to brighten their day.  If  you don’t have their con-
tact information, email Judy Spring at judith.spring@outlook.com   
and the information will be provided.

GENERAL INFORMATION

I’m still excited to see upcoming shows at OLT so 
thought I’d get an update from the folks at the theatre.

Below are excerpts from President Tristan Smith’s 
latest message which can be found in its entirety on the Oshawa 
Little Theatre website.

“The Board continues to navigate a path for the theatre that will en-
sure OLT will remain financially stable and artistically relevant.

The Board’s COVID-19 response team remain committed to the safe 
and orderly re-opening of  the theatre once governing restrictions are lifted.

The team shares your eagerness for the performances to return 
to our stage and they certainly hear any hesitancy that this is not 
done in haste. The sets and costumes for Dirty Rotten Scoundrels 

remain ready to go just awaiting the opportunity for the cast and produc-
tion team to be safely reassembled.”

Tristan Smith- President OLT

I can hardly wait to get back in the swing of  things and wish all 
a safe rest of  the summer.
– Bob  

UPDATE ON THE OSHAWA LITTLE THEATRE (OLT)
Bob McLeod, PROBUS Event Co-Ordinator
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PICKERING MUSEUM VILLAGE
Haunted Ghost Drive-Thru Tours

“Take a guided tour of  the historic village at night and hear stories from the past that still haunt us today.  
Learn about paranormal investigations that have found evidence of  spirits and ghosts, and hear stories of  past tragedies.”   

Thursdays, August 13 – September 17, 7-9 p.m.    
https://calendar.durham.ca/tourismevents/Detail/2020-08-13-1900-Haunted-Ghost-Drive-Thru-Tours

Summer Concerts Online
“Join us every Sunday, at 2:00 p.m., from the comfort of  your home.”   

August 16, 23 and 30    
https://calendar.durham.ca/tourismevents/Detail/2020-08-16-1400-Summer-Concerts-Online-Sundays 

PICKERING
Summer Concerts Online

“Join us online every Thursday, at 7 p.m. for a great line up of  performers and bands.”    
August 13, 20 and 27     

https://calendar.durham.ca/tourismevents/Detail/2020-08-13-1900-Summer-Concerts-Online-Thursdays

CANNINGTON
TNDF’s Dash & Dine

Welcome to The Nourish and Develop Foundation’s  
DASH & DINE: Produce Stand + Prepared Dinners!   

“It takes just 5 minutes to walk by.  Join the line, physically distance, and safely socialize as you pick up fresh, 
 local produce and chef  made meals. Don’t forget to BRING YOUR MASK!  All proceeds go towards The Nourish  
and Develop Foundation. Prepared meals are a recommended donation of  $5.00 or pay what you can (cash only).” 

August 18, September 1, 15 and 29   
See webpage for menus.  www.tndf.ca/dash-dine/

SCHEDULED EVENTS

TORONTO
 Terra Lumina at the Toronto Zoo

An Enchanted Night Walk Into a Bright Future
This event is held after nightfall and is “an immersive experience along a 1.5 km walking path  

that travels into the future and back……  Let yourself  be transported by vibrant lighting,  
multimedia effects, breathtaking video projections and an original score to an enchanted world  

filled with possibility.”    Get your tickets now!    
http://www.torontozoo.com/terralumina#info

LIVE-STREAMED BOOKSTORE AUTHOR EVENTS
Most author events in bookstores are live.  But in this COVID-19 environment, a number of   

bookstores have moved some or all of  such events online with live-streamed interactive presentations.   
For example, we recently saw an excellent one put on by the Books are Magic bookstore in New York.   

It was on horses, the equestrian competition industry and women in that field, and it also showed a beautiful horse breed that is 
exceptionally rare in North America.  Two bookstores providing a  

schedule of  live author events are noted below, but search the web for others and let us know what you find.     
https://www.booksaremagic.net/?q=h.calevents

https://www.strandbooks.com/events
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WEBSITES TO ENJOY
Some interesting websites you may enjoy are listed in the Learning & Entertainment  

section of  the club website at:  www.portperryprobus.com.  Here are some of  the highlights:

WHAT MAKES US HAPPY?
From the longest study on happiness comes some quite interest-

ing but not unsurprising findings.  This is now an 80 year research 
project that started in the 1930s with over 700 individuals in their 
teens and early 20s of  which around 60 were still around in 2015.  
But it now includes over 2,000 spouses and children of  those orig-
inal participants.  It’s a rare study on any subject that goes on that 
many years.  Watch this 12 minute TEDx talk by the current direc-
tor of  the study for some wonderful and very helpful insight that is 
particularly critical as we reach our senior years.          

www.ted.com/talks/robert_waldinger_what_makes_a_
good_life_lessons_from_the_longest_study_on_happiness

EXPERIENCE THE WONDER OF US PARKS
Since you can’t travel to the US now and for the foreseeable  

future, how about traveling vicariously over the web to some of  
the most iconic parks in the States.  With film and photos from 
professional photographers, you’ll get to experience the amazing 
landscapes of  17 of  these beautiful places.  And maybe when you 
can travel to the US again, you’ll take the opportunity to see some 
of  these sites in person.

https://www.morethanjustparks.com/

DO YOU KNOW WHO YOUR COUSINS WERE?
Humans, at least Homo Sapiens, have been alone as a human 

species on earth for 30,000 to 40,000 years.  But did you know that 
prior to that period we had at least 4 different human cousins living 
at the same time as our ancestors.  Most people know of the Nean-
derthals, but in the last 12 years remains of  three other human cous-
ins have been discovered, and that may be only the beginning of  an 
extensive human family.  Learn about these distant relatives in this 
documentary narrated by biological anthropologist Alice Roberts 
of  the University of  Birmingham (UK). 

https://documentaryheaven.com/lost-tribes-of-humanity/
         

GOOGLE ME THIS
Has Google ever frustrated you?  Now’s the chance for pay-

back.  Go to the Google “home page” (not really) using the link 
below, but be careful you don’t break the page.  However if  you do, 
then you might as well have some fun throwing things around in it 
using your mouse and get rid of  some of  that Google frustration.          

https://mrdoob.com/projects/chromeexperiments/google-
gravity/

MAKING GOODIES FOR TWO
We all seem to be cooking more these days.  And leftovers  

appear to have now become a food group in themselves.  So if  you 
want to prepare just enough for one meal, try the website below 
for recipes for two.  The webpage noted focuses on desserts (some 
having lower calories than others thankfully), but the same page 
also has links to recipes for other two person dishes.  And if  you 
do make any of  the desserts, maybe make two sets of  the recipe 
and remember who gave you the tip (“will travel for dessert”).

https://www.dessertfortwo.com/

START THE DAY OFF RIGHT
They say to start the day off  with a nutritious breakfast.  So 

here’s some options to do just that in this website called “50+ 
Healthy Breakfasts to Start Your Mornings Off  Right”.  While the 
title says these are all healthy breakfasts, it really depends on one’s 
definition of  healthy.  But they do seem delicious and definitely a 
departure from what many of  us consider a good breakfast each 
day.  Maybe something to mix up the meal selection while stuck 
at home each morning.

http://www.myrecipes.com/extracrispy/

MODERN DAY PAINT BY NUMBERS
This is a fun site that’s part of  the extensive Google Arts &  

Culture website. Pick one of  the famous paintings or images from 
the selection they have. Each one is almost devoid of  colour.   
Click on one of  the colour swatches they provide at the bottom 
of  the image and then click on a section of  the image in order to 
colour that section.  

Repeat using whatever colours you want in order to colour the 
image as you may have done if  you were the original artist.  

Although it’s not shown here, there’s also an app that lets you 
colour your own photos in the same way.

    https://artsandculture.google.com/experiment/art-
coloring-book/1QGsh6vSfAQBgQ?hl=en

10 of the most popular websites 2020
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With the suspension of  all Port Perry PROBUS club activities,  
all Social Committee sponsored and marketed events are likewise suspended at this time.   

We will advise you as the COVID-19 protocols change during the reopening.     

PROBUS SOCIAL EVENTS

Sunnybrae Golf  - Judy Spring is going to golf  again at 9 am 
on Monday, September 21st and have lunch at about 11:30 at the 
Sunnybrae Golf  Course, 1430 King Street, Prince Albert.  We are 
limited in social opportunities, and the first golf  outing was fun. 
Sunnybrae ensures that physical distancing regulations are in ef-
fect.  They have a spacious patio where lunch is served, but we must 
be cautious in maintaining  a physical distance when socializing.  
Washrooms are open, but masks must be worn in the Club house.  

Stage 3 provincial/regional regulations allow people to play golf  

and to have meals on restaurant patios as long as the outdoor group 
does not exceed 100 with physical distancing in place. The patio 
accommodates about 36 people.  

If  you have a foursome, please contact Judy by email or phone 
with the names of  your team members.  If  you are a single/double 
and interested in golfing, please contact her, and she will arrange 
the teams. 

Judy Spring: 
 judith.spring@outlook.com or 905 447-4557.

SUNNYBRAE GOLF

10 weeks of  Tai Chi for PROBUS members. Start date and lo-
cation to be determined. If  you are interested, please email  
social.portperryprobus@gmail.com or call Ann Skinner at  
905-982-8865 or Judy Spring at 905-447-4557.  Limit of  10, with 
price to be determined based on location.

TAI CHI

Tai Chi is a Chinese Martial Art that is primarily practiced 
for its health benefits, including a means for dealing with ten-
sion and stress. It also improves balance and muscle control. 
Tai Chi emphasizes complete relaxation and is essentially a 
form of meditation, or what has been called “meditation in 
motion”.
Although a gentle activity, it does provide a full body work-
out and practitioners with any kind of  physical impairment or 
illness which may be exacerbated by physical exercise should 
consult their physician before participating.

BEGINNER LEVEL TAI CHI
Instructor, Ken Crossley

What is Tai Chi? 
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PROBUS INTEREST GROUPS

ACTING FOR FUN
Evelyn McKenzie 

evsurfing@gmail.com 
 905-985-2587

The Acting For Fun Interest Group is continu-
ing to practice our lines for a show we are look-

ing forward to performing for the Probus group 
hopefully sometime in the fall when we re-open.

ART – PROBUS OPEN STUDIO
Margaret Adamson 

madamson905@gmail.com  •  905-773-2878
This group will keep in touch with each other via emails.  Hope-
fully, members who have been working on their own creations/
works of  art during the COVID shutdown, can share their new cre-
ations or art works as an attachment in joint 
emails.  At a later date it might be possible to 
post them on the website.

BOARD GAMES
Jenny Yorgason 

j.yorgason@xplornet.ca  •  905-986-5441 and
Bill Morrison 

billandmaryare@gmail.com  •  905-985-2624
The Board Games Group continues to be on hold. There is noth-
ing new to report. The Board Games Interest group is not meet-
ing as there is no way we can observe social distancing rules at 
this time. If  you have any questions on how to enjoy games on 
your computer or tablet, please see the Port Perry PROBUS Face-
book group for details.

 BOOK CLUB
COORDINATOR NEEDED! 

The bookclub is in need of  a new coordinator.  Our book club is 
keeping in touch via email. Everyone is doing well and we are con-
sidering a group meeting via Zoom. We will not be adding any 
readers to our group. However, from time to time there could be 
changes to our numbers and you will be kept informed. Here is 
a heads up on upcoming books for 2020: The Lost Letter by Jillian 
Cantor; Born A Crime by Trevor Noah; and The Silent Patient by 
Alex Michaelides.

CURRENT INTEREST GROUP UPDATES
NOTE - in the case of  all Interest Groups, if  you have questions or wish to join, please contact the Coordinator

....................  continued next page

Remote Group Get Togethers:
Our group has a zoom account should you wish to set up a virtual meeting!  No time restraints!   

We are here to help should you want to try a meeting virtually!

Hi Everyone:  
Where is this summer going?  I can’t believe the corn is now ready and how the days have gotten noticeably 

shorter.  Its a great time of  year to enjoy the bountiful local produce available from our farmers.  Currently 
we are able to get outside and enjoy what the season has to offer.  Before we know it we will need sweaters 
and coats. As the seasons progress we are all going to have to think of  ways to safely get together with each 
other.  We need to look at inventive ways to meet while adhering to social distancing guidelines. Please 
reach out to your interest group coordinator or myself  with any thoughts you may have.  No idea or thought is silly.  
We need to start thinking out of  the box on how we can do so.  As the saying goes “two heads are better than one”.

Melodie Scott

New Interest Group Opportunities
If  you would like to coordinate a new remote group or shared experience, please let Melodie know at  

interestgroups.portperryprobus@gmail.com.   
She can always call you if  you’d rather communicate by telephone, just be sure to  

provide your telephone number in your email.
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BOOKWORMS BOOK CLUB
Brenda Manns 

mannsx2@sympatico.ca and  
Agnes Shaw 

theshaw@sympatico  •  905-982-1558
Like all other gatherings, the Bookworms meetings have been sus-
pended for the past months of  isolation. Our regular meeting days 

are the fourth Tuesday of  each month in the after-
noons. The books on our list to still be discussed are: 
Born a Crime by Trevor Noah; Becoming by Michele 
Obama; The Giver of  Stars by Jo Jo Moyes; The 
Couple Next Door by Shari Lapena; and Recipe for a 
Perfect Wife by Karma Brown. If  you’re interested 
in joining our group please contact Brenda. 

BOWLING FOR FUN
Ann Skinner  

skinntj@gmail.com and
Pat McDougall  

patmcdougall@yahoo.com
Bowling For Fun is on the ‘shelter in place’ hiatus. Typically we 
bowl the last Thursday of  every month. When we start back up 
and if  you would like to join in the fun and enjoy social time please 
contact Ann by email.

BREAKFAST CLUBS
 Mary-Anne Unwin  

interestgroups.portperryprobus@gmail.com
Although dining inside restaurants is now possible, most venues 
have reduced capacity and table size limits. Provincial guidelines 
state physical distancing with people outside your social circle is 
still required. Therefore, I don’t see the Breakfast Clubs meeting 
in person for some time or until there are further easing of  restric-
tions.Virtual meetings are not possible for all members and are not 
being considered.

BRIDGE – BEGINNERS/INTERMEDIATE
Judy Anderson 

judykins999@yahoo.ca  
Our group is in a hiatus. If  anyone has suggestions for online games 
we might join, please be in touch. When we start back up, this group 
will meet on a weekly basis on Tuesday afternoons. With the basics of  
bidding and play of the hand covered, we’ve moved to a shuffle and 
play format. This allows the group to feel comfortable with playing 

traditional kitchen bridge which incor- 
porates scoring. Occasional discus-
sions come up regarding bidding, but 
for the most part players have become 
independent. Although our group is 
currently full, we anticipate adding 
new members.

CREATE & CHAT
Lou Ellen Clement-Hobbs 

chichi@persona.ca  •  705-432-3229
This group is off  and running! When we are back to meeting 
in person, note that there is still room to join and take pleasure 
in good company and yummy treats. Please contact Lou at the 
above email address for more information.

CRIBBAGE
Barb Rootham 

brb.rootham@gmail.com  •  905-985-9066
“The Fifteen For Two Crew” meets bi-weekly on Thursday af-
ternoons at alternating members’ homes. Cribbage can be played 
with 2, 3, or 4 players, so there is never a challenge of  not enough 
players to enjoy the afternoon games. We currently have nine mem-
bers, and new members are always welcome 
when we can meet in person again. Most 
of  the group has an App where they play 
against a computer opponent. Barb reports 
that the computer has NO interesting stories 
to tell! Contact Barb for more information.

CURRENT EVENTS
Linda Schell 

lindaschellconsulting@gmail.com 
 905-242-8877

We are working at fostering remote meetings – either with Face-
Time, Facebook Messenger or with Zoom, depending upon the 

group members. Join us if  you are interested 
in delving into the news of  the day. We ex-
plore global, national, and community topics 
at each meeting. Please contact Linda if  you 
are interested in joining our discussions about 
news and views. 

 

FUN DARTS
John Leahy  

jleahy6@gmail.com  •  905-982-2695 2695  
Ken Crossley 

magentis@checkmail.ca or 705-786-1707
When the ‘shelter in place’ directive is lifted, the club will start 
getting together in person every Tuesday 2:15 – 4:30 p.m. at The 
Canadian Legion Branch 419 at 484 Bay St. (basement) corner 
of  Bay and Old Simcoe St., in Port Perry.  
A Legion Membership is not required.  
Ladies are welcome. Don’t worry about 
your skill level this is not a league, it’s just 
for fun only. We also have a 50/50 draw.  
For information please contact John or Ken. 

P.S.  Please remove your hat when entering the  
Legion out of  respect for the fallen.  

PROBUS Interest Groups continued .......
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DINNER  –  
GUESS WHO’S COMING TO DINNER (GWCTD)

Carole Matthews 
dandcm43@yahoo.ca  •  905-982-2702  

Note that this group is currently in a holding pattern pending lift-
ing of  the current ‘shelter in place’ guidelines. Please note for 
your future planning that this group is open and meets once a 
month on a Saturday evening. We send an email to the group 
with details of  our next meeting. We expect a lot of  members to 
attend our dinners throughout the spring and summer, and many 
restaurants in the area only have a limited amount of  room, so 
when you get the notice of  the dinner, please RSVP early. If  we 
get more interest than the number of  seats available, we do keep 
a wait list in the event of  cancellations. New members are always 
welcome! Please contact Carole for questions.

DINNER  –  
THE MUNCHKINS

Marg Miller
margandrodmiller@gmail.com  •  226-229-9073

Marilyn Hanna 
jf.hanna@powergate.ca  •  905-985-6322

The Munchkins Dinner Group typically meets monthly on the 
3rd Thursday of  the month at 5:30 p.m. We are on hold right now 
and checking the menus of  all our favourite haunts!.

EUCHRE –  
AFTERNOON 

Jayne Rees 
rees.jayne@gmail.com  •  905-852-4997

This Group is on a hiatus, probably until Ontario is declared 
“Covid-free” or until a vaccine is available. Due to the nature of  
the group, i.e. meeting on alternate Friday afternoons in each oth-
er’s homes to play a few friendly games of  euchre and then crowd 
around the dining table for some lovely refreshments and chat – 
and the ages of  the group members - it is unlikely that this activity 
will resume for some time.

BID EUCHRE –  
AFTERNOON 

Jayne Rees 
rees.jayne@gmail.com  •  905-852-4997

The Bid Euchre Group is also on hiatus. The schedule will start 
up when we have the nod from our government. The group plays 
on alternate Fridays and usually has good attendance and a lot 
of  fun. We have lots of  regular players, but we are looking for a 
couple of  spares. If  you know the game, or would like to learn it, 
please give Jayne a quick call.

EUCHRE - THE TABLE TALKERS –  
AFTERNOON  
Barb Rootham 

brb.rootham@gmail.com  •  905-985-9066 
Susan Merriman 

susan.j.merriman@gmail.com  •  416-892-2127
Stayed tuned for when we start up after the hiatus. The group did 
meet monthly on the 1st Tuesday of  each month at 1:30 p.m. in 
members’ homes. Please contact Barb or Susan for information.

EUCHRE –  
EVENING

Margaret Adamson
madamson905@gmail.com  •  905-773-2878

These monthly evening euchre games are played at 7:00 p.m. on 
the Tuesday evening of  our Probus General Meeting. We have 
started a waiting list for spares. The 2020 rotating schedule for 
the members to host in their homes will be revised when we are 
able to meet again.

FOODIES! 
Melodie Scott 

bmgscott101@gmail.com  •  905-767-1505
There is nothing new with the Foodies 
Group this month.  The zoom virtual cook-
ing get together worked very well.  As we  
have other recipes to explore, we hope to 
have something organized for sometime 
later in September.

GARDENING – BLOOMERS!
COORDINATOR NEEDED! 

Heather Hill Gibson 
hhillgibson17@gmail.com  •  905-985-9108

Well, we are having quite a hot spell! Our gardens seem to need 
watering twice a day now.
But regardless, please put your garden pics up 
on face book or email to me to share via 
email or Facebook for you! Just specify 
which or both.  Because of  the weather, our 
last three events did not really happen! They 
were Century Gardens Tour, Helen’s Trilli-
ums and JoAnne’s Garden visit.  So for now we are suggesting 
that visits for July and August will be postponed, due to the heat 
and Covid restrictions.  We are still asking for someone to step up 
and be the Co-ordinator - I would be willing to stay on and help, 
working alongside with another member to continue our wonder-
ful garden visits!  Please let me know if  you are willing to help!

PROBUS Interest Groups continued .......
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GENEALOGY 
Heather Hill Gibson 

hhillgibson17@gmail.com  •  905-985-9108
Genealogists hello - Sorry we have not be able to meet up! If  any-
one would like to make a time appointment you can email to do 
so!  I’m willing to give you some time and  help  talk by phone or 
Skype!  I would be glad to make suggestions or referrals for help 
with archives and web sites for each of  you individually on your 
projects.

GOLF
COORDINATOR NEEDED!

Do you golf ?  Have you been out enjoying the  links  
now that it is allowed? How would you like to head 

up  the golf  group? It’s a great way for PROBUS mem-
bers to get together while practicing social distancing. 

Contact Melodie Scott at: interestgroups.portperry 
probus@gmail.com 

HIKING
Bill Morrison 

billandmaryare@gmail.com  •  905-985-2624
The hiking group had its last group hike on March 6.  
Activities will resume when government regulations 
and recommendations allow us to so, and with any 
necessary changes to how we carry out our activity.

 

INVESTMENT – PORT INVESTMENT GROUP
Ann Skinner 

skinntj@gmail.com
The club is not meeting in person. Our treasurer is circulating our 
regular monthly updates of  our portfolio holdings.

JAZZ 
COORDINATOR NEEDED!

Jazz is best enjoyed in a reflective mood. Now is the 
time to listen to some Miles Davis. Just Google his 
name and you can find some wonderful videos to 
enjoy.

 

LAWN BOWLING
Dennis Bayley

dennis.bayley@icloud.com  •  289-989-0178
Lawn Bowls Canada has cancelled all club activities. Let us know 
if  anyone has set up a bowling lane in the living room!

LUNCH MEETUP
Melodie Scott 

interestgroups.portperryprobus@gmail.com
Once our meetings resume, we will resume with this lunch group. 
I look forward to seeing you then!

THE LUNCH BUNCH
Susan Barber 

susan_barber_4@live.com  •  905-854-5771
The lunch group is on hold until we may enjoy lunch together in 
person.

MODEL BOATS
COORDINATOR NEEDED!

If  you are interested in models boats, you can find designs and 
‘how to’ by using Google searches. Note that we have several 
members interested in building model boats. We just need a co-
ordinator to get the group going. If  you’re interested in Model 
Boats and possibly to join the interest group, please sign up at the 
next in-person member’s meeting.

MOVIE GROUP
Denise Throp 

deniset1954@gmail.com
Our in-person movie nights are on hold right now. 
The group has been sharing their movie lists via 
email. Denise is also enjoying complex jigsaw puz-
zles and reading new ebooks. You can still get on 
the distribution list to hear about all the movies on 

offer that PROBUS friends are likely to attend. 

PHOTOGRAPHY
Jim Wakeford  

jrwakeford@yahoo.ca or 905-985-2030
The photography group have been lying low, awaiting for 
a “safe” time to get together and pick up where we left 
off. Other than the on-line sharing of  some award win-
ning photos from around the world, all has been quiet. 

SINGLETONS
Denise Throp: deniset1954@gmail.com and

Cathy Jeffrey: cjef@bell.net  
We are getting creative by enjoying the various remote activities 
available to us from the museums and streaming services. 

PROBUS Interest Groups continued .......
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THEATRE TOWN HALL
Judy L. Anderson 

ukeladyjudy@gmail.com  •  905-985-4257  
The Town Hall is dark. All productions are cancelled or postponed 
indefinitely. SCSMusicals has rescheduled “The Little Mermaid”, 
to late November with the same cast. They meet on Zoom to keep 
in touch and to be prepared for the day the Town Hall Theatre 
opens again.

 TRAVEL
Judy Spring 

judith.spring@outlook.com  •  905-447-4557
For now we are all just dreaming and  
researching places we are interested in  
seeing once advisories have been lifted and 
its safe to travel again.  Judy has said she 
will set up another virtual meeting some-
time in the future. 

WINE TASTING I
Jim Adamson 

jim.adamson07@aol.com 
905-773-2878

Sometimes when life hands us lemons, we are best served by turn-
ing them into lemonade and enjoying them as we can. After sev-
eral months of  isolation without the benefits of  getting together. 
a few members of  the wine tasting group suggested that we try a 
“virtual wine tasting”. After working out a few simple logistical 
details, a meeting date was set. Zoom invitations sent out, and 
we were back together once again (albeit only on screens). The 
enthusiastic and repetitive samplings that ensued led to a unani-
mous resolution to do it all again the following month.
Our second “virtual wine tasting” in July was a most interest-
ing comparison between oaked and non-oaked 
Chardonnet from Angels Gate Winery in Beams-
ville. Everyone certainly enjoyed getting together 
again and there is one unanticipated added bene-
fit – no one had to drive home after it concluded.  
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MEET OUR CLUB MEMBERS

 Were the 1950’s an idyllic time to be a child in Cana-
da? I think so judging from my memories of  being raised 
in Weston which was a community with a small town 
feel on what was then the outskirts of  Toronto. 

I graduated from the University of  Toronto in 1976 
with a degree in dentistry. I worked in northern Ontario 
for two years where I met my wonderful wife Patricia. 
We then moved to the Beaverton area for twenty-five 
years and were blessed with a family of  three boys and 
one girl. Our next move was to Port Perry partly because of  the 
opportunities in education for our kids. 

My hobbies and interests have been varied. They include golf, 
water sports, tennis, outdoor activities, reading and history. A con-
sistent interest over the years has been travel. Somehow over the 
years I have visited forty-three countries. Last year I did volunteer 
work in Cambodia and Senegal. I also worked on a contract at a 
fly-in reserve near Hudson’s Bay.

Senegal is a very interesting nation. It is known as the hospitable 
country in west Africa due to the friendliness and welcoming nature 
of  the people. Homes in Dakar, the sprawling capital city, look odd 
as they are usually not complete. People build the first floor to live 
in and then work on the second floor section by section over several 
years as they can afford it.  Polygamy is common as religious and 
state laws allow up to four wives. The clothes are fabulous. Men are 
sometimes in traditional wear and the women usually wear colour-
ful and varied outfits to suit their individual style. 

My trip to Senegal was done through Mercy Ships which is an 
international Christian organization dedicated to providing health 
care to the third world. They operate the world’s largest non-mili-
tary hospital ship with over four hundred crew and medical person-

nel. Every year it drops anchor in a port city of  a different 
African country. The life changing and life saving surger-
ies performed are dramatic and heart warming but Mer-
cy Ships also leave behind a legacy of  improved health 
care by local practitioners. 

Cambodia unfortunately has the psychological scars 
of  a genocide by a far left Maoist insurrection in the 
1970’s that killed almost one quarter of  the population. 
They have for the most part put this history behind them 

and moved forward. We worked in an orphanage, a Buddhist mon-
astery and a school started by a Jesuit priest devoted to the rehabil-
itation of  landmine victims. 

The trip was organized by an amazing eighty-two year old  
Canadian humanitarian. Cambodia is a great country to visit.  
Eating out costs $5.00 to $8.00 and a beer is only seventy five cents. 
However crossing a busy, chaotic street is a challenge for a Canadian. 
You are supposed to walk slowly but my instinct was to run for  
my life to get to the other side. The people are friendly and quick  
to smile although maybe tinged with some sadness due to their  
difficult history.

Our last trip in the winter of  this year had a little too much  
drama. We were on a train in Australia that derailed at ninety-five 
kilometres an hour. In mid-March we caught the last plane to North 
America from the Cook Islands.

Now we are in the Covid-19 era. My travel is as a volunteer  
driver with the turtle taxi program. This involves taking injured 
turtles from across southern Ontario to the Ontario Turtle Conser-
vation Centre in Peterborough. I am optimistic we will return to 
normal at some point. In the meantime we have trips to visit family 
which is the best travel of  all.

We have 340 members in the club, and most of  us aren’t necessarily familiar with all of  those individuals.  And each member 
in the club has led a fascinating life.  So in this newsletter and future issues we will bring you the biographies of  some of  your  

fellow members so you get the chance to know them better and what they’ve been up to all these years.  For privacy purposes (our 
newsletters are public) we’re not providing a last name, but you’ll probably recognize the person from the accompanying photo.

Graham has provided us with his brief  biography as shown below: 


