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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Hi Everyone,
Summer’s just about officially here, but the hot 

weather has already made it to Port Perry.  Around 
my area geese chicks are growing into teenagers 
now, and it’s hard to imagine they were just balls of  
fluff  on the lawn several weeks back.  The squirrels 
have turned into birds as they sail through the air 
to grab hold of  the bird feeder 5 feet away.  I’m 
waiting for the muskrat tunnels under the lawn to 
swallow the lawn tractor and me one of  these days.

I didn’t get as much work done around outside 
this spring as I’d planned since between the mercu-
rial weather and a lot of  time to fill, it didn’t seem 
to be something that had to fit into a tight sched-
ule.  So it’s been fun watching the wildlife, enjoying 
more leisurely days and spending time on the in-
ternet with research and emails, in Zoom meetings 
and generally having fun.

Almost all of  our club in-person activities con-
tinue to be suspended due to the COVID-19 re-
strictions and public health guidelines.  While the 
province is starting to open up again in a measured 
manner, the club management team assesses the 
situation monthly to determine whether it is con-
ducive to re-opening any more of  the club in-per-
son activities.  

As always, our prime consideration for any 
such decisions is the protection of  the health and 
well-being of  our members.  So there may be a 
considerable delay in being able to start up the 
club’s social activities through in-person meetings.  
Therefore, we’re continuing to explore other means 

of  conducting such activities including our mem-
bership meetings.  You’ll hear more on this as time 
goes on.

There is a wide range of  quite interesting 
things that can be done through virtual meeting 
platforms and particularly as related to enter-
tainment, learning and socializing.  And while 
many of  our members may be quite familiar 
with YouTube, Google Hangouts, Facebook 
Messenger or WhatsApp, they may not know 
that those apps are actually a type of  virtual 
meeting platform (i.e. a way for people to con-
verse while seeing each other remotely).  

Zoom is one of  the fastest growing such plat-
forms, mainly because of  its ease of  use, and many 
of  our members are now using Zoom.  We’re see-
ing increasing use of  it for club social and interest 
group activities.  And it and other common virtual 
meeting platforms may become a more permanent 
fixture in the communications avenues we all use in 
the future for club activities and for generally stay-
ing in touch with families and friends.

You may not have thought of  it but you can use 
platforms like Zoom with friends to hold “virtual” 
wine tastings, dinner meets, card games, exercise 
classes, art, music or language lessons, travelogues, 
etc.  And it doesn’t have to be a set format – let your 
imagination soar!   

 Tim Casey,  
President, PROBUS Club of  Port Perry 

president.portperryprobus@gmail.com  
905-985-3991

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO CLUB MEMBERS
CLUB ACTIVITIES INVOLVING IN-PERSON INTERACTIONS CONTINUE 

TO BE SUSPENDED UNTIL MID-JULY WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THOSE 
ALLOWED UNDER PROVINCIAL AND 

FEDERAL REGULATIONS.   
IN ADDITION, MONTHLY IN-PERSON 

CLUB MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS  
WILL BE SUSPENDED UNTIL  
AT LEAST SEPTEMBER 2020.   

CLUB TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES ARE 
SUSPENDED INDEFINITELY. 
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CLUB NOTICES

....................  Club Notices continued next page

Just a reminder to those of  you that have not yet paid your mem-
bership renewal.  Membership fees are due by June 30th before we 
open up the club to new members. Our membership total will be 
360 this year and last year we had 374 members so if  you are look-
ing to renew your membership please pay your fees as soon as pos-
sible.

We are happy to announce that we now have two options for 
paying your membership fee, either by cheque or interac e-transfer 
banking payments. 

     OPTION A – Mail your $30.00 cheque payable to: 
    Probus Club of Port Perry  

c/o Linda Parry Membership Chair,  
2481 Ashbridge Rd.,  
Port Perry, ON, L9L 1B4

    OPTION B – Email transfer to:  
memberfees.portperryprobus@gmail.com

The ability to do email transfer is new to the club and will hope-
fully assist our members in making their payments for various items 
as they become due. You will be able to access the email trans-
fer service through your bank’s online banking site.  The service  
“Interac e-Transfer”.  Set up Port Perry Probus Club as a new recip-
ient and enter the email address as memberfees.portperryprobus@
gmail.com.  When making the transfer be sure to put the names 
of  the members you are paying for in the “Message” section so we 
will be able to attribute the fees to the correct person. You should 
be aware that your bank will probably charge you a small fee for 
making the transfer eg.  ($1.00 - $1.50) but it does vary from bank 
to bank so you should check with them if  you have never used this 
way of  making a payment previously

If  you have already given payment or mailed your cheque we 
thank you.  If  you have any questions or concerns please do not 
hesitate to contact me at portperryprobus@gmail.com

Linda Parry, 
 Membership Chair, PROBUS Club of  Port Perry

1.   RECORDING SECRETARY
We’re looking for a volunteer to join the club management  

committee as recording secretary.  It’s a key role and officer on the 
committee; it doesn’t require any previous experience;  it’s not much 
work, and you get to join a fun group of  people in service to our 
membership.  The duties include:
    1.)   Being responsible for recording and archiving all minutes of  

the Management Committee meetings and General Meet-
ings and archiving all material correspondence and material 
records of  the Club.  There is normally one management 
committee meeting and one general meeting each month.

    2.)   Serve as a signing officer of  the club (there are currently 5 
signing officers) for cheques and official documents requiring 
signature by club officers (normally 2 signatures are required 
on such documents).

Including attending the 2-hour monthly management committee 
meeting, the Secretary role takes roughly 4 hours per month of  time 
(when normal club operations are being held).  

2.   CONTRIBUTE TO THE NEWSLETTER & WEBSITE
We need your input for the newsletter, website and Facebook 

pages, so if  you come across interesting websites, recently re-opened 
shops, restaurants or places to visit, or future scheduled events of  
interest, please let us know at portperryprobus@gmail.com 

 

3.  FACEBOOK
If  you haven’t done so already, please consider 

joining our club’s new Facebook group.  We have 
around 80 members now on it and are looking for 
more to join. There’s no obligation to input any-
thing if  you don’t want to, but you’ll find a lot of  
good information, inspiration and laughs on the site from those who 
do. To join our Facebook group, use the following instructions:

    1.)   Click on the following link or enter it into your browser:   
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ProPP/

    2.)   Sign in to Facebook account if  prompted or if  you’re not a 
member of  Facebook, open an account.

    3.)  Press ‘join group’
    4.)  Answer the entry question  

Once you have been verified as a member, you will receive a  
notification on Facebook of  entry to the group. You are then free to 
participate as much or as little as you would like, whether it be just 
reading posts or contributing, the choice is yours. The only rules are 
that posts must not be political, religious, or offensive. No fundrais-
ing except as approved by the management committee. 

Any issues, feel free to email  judith.spring@outlook.com.

IMPORTANT MEMBERSHIP UPDATE

SEVERAL QUICK REMINDERS
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Club Notices continued .......

All provincial, federal and local COVID-19 related health reg-
ulations should be followed for any in-person Club meeting.  Fur-
thermore because most of  our club members fall into the vulnera-
ble sector of  those affected by the COVID-19 virus, the club also 
requires that any applicable federal, provincial and public health 
recommendations for groups also be followed in any club-spon-
sored in-person activity.  And that currently covers the social dis-
tancing, wearing of  masks, ensuring that adequate hand sanitizer is 
available and that the service provider for the group has employed 
recommended provisions for sanitization of  surfaces (that are likely 
to be encountered by the attendees) before and during the meeting.

In addition to the prime purpose of  ensuring the safety of  our 
members, another reason we have to be cautious about in-person 
club activities in the COVID-19 environment has to do with our lia-
bility insurance.  Our insurer has advised that while we still have full 
coverage for the club, any insurance claims that involve COVID-19 
related issues for an in-person activity could be adversely affected 

if  club members did not follow federal and provincial COVID-19 
restrictions and regulations in place at that time as regards the club 
activity.  

Obviously, any group of  people can meet on their own at any 
time.  However, to be considered or marketed in any way as a PRO-
BUS club activity, the above noted regulations and guidelines must 
be fully followed.    

Remember – just because we can’t all meet in person for club 
functions doesn’t mean we can’t enjoy the social connectiveness 
that we all have cherished in the club.  We just need to be innovative 
and flexible about how we do it in this unusual environment we 
find ourselves in.  And we need to take the time to reach out to one 
another to keep up those relationships in the club we created over 
the years.  The day will come, whether this year or next, that we can 
re-open the club and get back to enjoying being with our PROBUS 
friends in person again.

You are challenged to consider fellow PRO-
BUS members who live alone or may be hav-
ing trouble throughout this lengthy period of  
social distancing. This may be coping with day-
to-day living or isolation. They may not wish to 
reach out for help.  Give two members a friend-
ly call to brighten their day.  If  you don’t have 
their contact information, email Judy Spring at 
judith.spring@outlook.com  and the informa-
tion will be provided.

REMINDER REGARDING IN-PERSON CLUB ACTIVITIES

PROBUS CHALLENGE  – 
ASSISTING  

FELLOW MEMBERS
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YOUR CLUB VOLUNTEERS
After the last two months of  everything COVID, our 

monthly membership meetings now seem so long ago.  
But when we did get to enjoy them, many of  our mem-
bers were not aware of  all the work that went on behind 
the scenes to set up each of  those meetings.  

The wonderful and resourceful House team of  vol-
unteers, led this year by Barb Sinclair, does the buying 
of  food and treats and bakes a lot of  it as well, makes 
gallons of  coffee and tea, dresses up the tables, sets 
everything out, sells the Share the Wealth tickets and 

cleans everything up after the meeting. 
Rod Miller leads the team of  volunteers who set 

up and take down the many tables and chairs in the 
break room, lobby and Sanctuary.  And Bob Ashdown, 
Frank Morris and Andy Stevenson handle our sound 
and projector requirements.  Without all these great 
volunteers, we would not be able to put on the meet-
ings each month.  

As a treat periodically, we’re going to present a fa-
vourite recipe from one of  the House volunteers.

Here’s the next recipe from our Probus baking crew. This decadent recipe is from Sarah Atkinson.  
Sarah is a regular contributor to our monthly treats, and I’m sure this cake is as yummy as it looks.

OLD FASHIONED CHOCOLATE CAKE

DIRECTIONS:
1.   Pre-heat oven  to 350ºF.
2.   Sift together the flour, baking soda, cocoa, salt and sugar. Make three holes in 

the flour mixture and add the vegetable oil to one, the vinegar to another and 
the vanilla to the last. Pour the water over the top and stir the ingredients to-
gether until most of  the lumps disappear.    Note: I can never get all the lumps out.

3.   Fill two round cake tins and bake for 25-30 minutes or until tester comes out 
clean.

4.   Icing is your choice. I put a vanilla icing between the layers and chocolate on 
the top. 

Usually I split each round, so I actually end up with two full cakes. 
This cake freezes well. Freeze without the icing.

INGREDIENTS:
1.   3 cups all purpose flour
2.   2 cups white sugar
3.   1/3 cups cocoa
4.   2 tsps baking soda
5.   1 tsp salt

6.   1 tsp vanilla 
7.   2 tbsp white vinegar
8.   3/4 cup vegetable oil
9.   2 cups cold water
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WEBSITES TO ENJOY
Some interesting websites you may enjoy are listed in the Learning & Entertainment  

section of  the club website at:  www.portperryprobus.com.  Here are some of  the highlights:

TREE COMPANIONS
Want to see and learn about some of  the largest and oldest living 

things – trees?  Check out this website for webinars, slide shows 
and articles about these special companions that we often take for 
granted but who have witnessed so much of  the growth of  humani-
ty in silence. Some special ones to look at include “Hunting for the 
Oldest Living Things in the World” by Priscilla Villarreal, which 
shows some living trees that are from 2,000 to 13,000 years old.  
There’s “The World’s Tallest Tree is Hiding Somewhere in Califor-
nia” by Robert Krulwich which shows what was a few years back 
the tallest tree in the world at 369 ft.  The stretch photo on the web-
page with a few ant-size humans shown climbing it, and the video 
of  the climb, is quite awesome.  The “Magnificent & Weird Trees” 
by Avi Abrams will bring out the amazing wonder of  trees and the 
colourful flowers of  many of  them.  And there are a lot more things 
to see, learn and do on the website.          

https://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/2010/05/01/the-best-
sites-to-learn-about-trees/

ART AS FUN
Like art?  If  you aren’t familiar with the Daily Art Magazine, 

check out their website. There’s a huge amount you can learn about  
art and artists from the webinars, posts, podcasts, slides and articles 
that are added daily on their website. Short enough to keep your 
attention but with a depth that will quickly expand your knowledge 
of  art.

https://www.dailyartmagazine.com/

BIKING WITHOUT TRAINING WHEELS
For those who love biking, this video provides a “bucket list” bike 

trek on the Isle of  Skye in Scotland that you may want to consider 
(not doing).  Take a look near the end of  the video how the rider gets 
over a fence – if  you can do that, then this is the trip for you.  For 
all the rest of  the viewers of  this video, the scenery of  Scotland and 
the haunting Scottish music is breathtaking even without the bike. 
See the video  “Danny Macaskill: The Ridge - YouTube” on the 
website below. 

 https://www.google.com/search?q=the+ridge+dan-
ny+macaskill&oq=the+ridge+danny+macaskill&aqs=-

chrome..69i57j69i64.5607j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8

FOLLOW YOUR PET SHARK
Want to see where sharks travel to in the ocean?  Then take a 

look at this website.  Pick your shark (or Emily the sea turtle who 
managed somehow to get in on the action) by name, type or size 
if  you wish, and click on the squiggly line in the box to see where 
your shark has been in its travels.  We bet it’s had a far more inter-
esting travel itinerary than you have had over the last few months.

https://www.ocearch.org/tracker/?list

UNDERSTANDING THE  
“GRAVITY” OF THE SITUATION

For just a quick bit of  “pointless” fun (read a bit further to 
understand the pun), try this website.  It sort of  simulates the uni-
verse, either the big one or the nano one, as relates to gravity.  The 
screen is filled with tiny points of  light shooting everywhere on 
the screen.  But click anywhere in the field and you establish a 
bigger body with gravity that attracts the points of  light.  Another 
click in another location and some of  the points start to migrate 
to the new gravity “well”, and so on.  Even your gravity wells will 
start to be attracted to one another and bring along their captured 
points of  light, which are still shooting everywhere, or click on the 
same well and increase its gravitational power.  Maybe you’ll even 
create a black hole.  

Other than that, there isn’t much you can do with the webpage 
or its icons since the page is actually part of  a broader website 
directed at software coders.  But for those of  us (probably most of  
us) who are not coders, it does offer a few minutes of  fun while 
you control your own universe.

https://codepen.io/akm2/full/rHIsa  

STORE WAITING TIMES
If  you still encounter line-ups at your favourite stores due to 

COVID-19 restrictions on the number of  shoppers in the store, 
check out this website.  It provides fairly up to date information 
on the waiting times at many shopping venues.  It’s not as com-
plete and sometimes not as up to date for some locations as one 
would like, but evidently the website owners are putting a heavi-
er emphasis on stores to advise them of  waiting times in order  
to significantly build the data available and make the site far  
more accurate.     

https://covid19-waiting-time.thejoin.tech/

TRAVEL
For all of  us who can’t get back soon enough to traveling, we’ll 

highlight in the newsletter each month some virtual tours and travel 
information for some place in the world that has a lot to see and 
do.  This month we’ll look at a very unique and special place in 
the world - Ontario.  Here are some websites that have a host of  
virtual tours and photos of  fascinating places in the province.  You 
may have already seen some of  these places, but there are a lot 
more to consider.  And if  the COVID-19 travel limitations continue 
throughout the summer, now might be the time to sample Ontario’s 
wonderful tourism locations. 
https://attractionsontario.ca/virtual-tours-online-collections/

https://ivebeenbit.ca/ontario-virtual-tours/
https://ottawatourism.ca/en/ottawa-insider/ 

ottawa-virtual-tours-exhibitions-activities-and-performances
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MEDITATION & RELAXATION
These are stressful times.  Even something as simple as going 

for groceries can often feel like a risky venture. So taking time 
for peace, solitude and relaxation may be the best prescription.  
Through the University of  Virginia’s Contemplative Sciences 
Center, you can find a variety of  scheduled virtual seminars and 
practices that are free and open to the public. These cover areas 
such as meditation, T’ai Chi, mindfulness, Qi Gong, and a wide 
variety of  types of  yoga (including ones targeted at specific body 
ailments).  Past webinars can also be viewed on the website, and 
the schedule for the ones coming up goes up through August 7th. 

https://csc.virginia.edu/feature/online-contempla-
tive-and-ashtanga-yoga-classes%E2%80%94springsummer-2020 

STAY-AT-HOME CINEMA WITH TIFF
Do you love the magic of  film?  You can experience some 

of  that magic through the Toronto International Film Festival 
(TIFF) while at home. With this in mind, TIFF has curated a 
series from Crave’s extensive selection of  titles, accompanied by 
conversations with special guests via Instagram. 

Stay up to date with the latest Stay-at-Home Cinema screen-
ings by signing up for “The Weekly” newsletter on the TIFF site.  
If  you don’t get Crave streaming service and don’t want to sub-
scribe through your TV service provider, then take a look at the 
free 20-40 minute videos (titled Past Events) on the TIFF webpage 

(see website address below) for conversations with 
filmmakers and performers about making some of  the 
great movies in which they were involved. 

https://www.tiff.net/stayathome

 BRITAIN’S NATIONAL THEATRE
Britain’s National Theatre is streaming at no cost one of  its 

full-length productions of  past live performances each Thursday!  
Watch “The Madness of  George III” which will stream from June 
11th to June 18th (remember to check the time zone for the per-
formance time).  To find future offerings subscribe to the National 
Theatre website.
https://www.youtube.com/user/ntdiscovertheatre/playlists 

 
   Hey there fans of  Red 
Green (Steve Smith) and 
the Possum Lodge. Good 

news! Red Green is coming back. Yes, Possum Lodge Podcast is 
creating a Possum Lodge Radio Show!

Red and his son Dave are in the process of  creating all-new 
half  hour episodes of  the Red Green Show, except in a podcast/
radio style format.  The podcasts will be scripted and will have 
many of  the voices fans know from the TV show plus many new 
ones as well.  This is the only place to find new content coming 
from the “Possum Lake” area.

The plan is to have the first show available June 28th, at 9:00 
p.m.  To sign up for the monthly podcast go to the following web-
site. There are various levels of  membership available starting at 
$1.00 per month.

And remember, “Keep Your Stick on the Ice.”
http://www.possumlodgeonline.com/ 

ZOOM CLUB
Remotely on computer & phone by appoint-

ment - Join Tim and Janet Casey for a lesson 
just for you in order to learn how to use Zoom.  
Zoom is an easy virtual meeting tool that allows 
you to meet with groups of  people, large and 
small.  You may connect with one friend, or meet a group who 
bring their own beverages to the table and chat while seeing each 
other – a distanced get together.  

Interested?  Please email Janet at janet.casey88@gmail.com

Need to convene a Zoom meeting for a  
PROBUS club event that will exceed 40 minutes?

We now have an account with Zoom that allows us to hold  
meetings of  up to 100 people for up to 24 hours.  So if  you’re sched-
uling a Zoom meeting for club members that may go over the 40 
minutes allowed for meetings on the free Zoom accounts, please 
email Tim Casey at president.portperryprobus@gmail.com to 
schedule the Zoom meeting.

SCHEDULED VIRTUAL EVENTS

CONSIDER TELLING US ABOUT YOUR FAVOURITE WEBSITES

As noted previously, the websites covered above are also 
shown on the club website at portperryprobus.com 

 (see the Learning & Entertainment page)  
along with a number of  other interesting websites.   

Please let us know at  
portperryprobus@gmail.com  

if  you have other websites, podcasts, webinars  
or videos to recommend to our members.  

WE’D LOVE TO GET YOUR INPUT! 
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PROBUS INTEREST GROUPS UPDATE

Dear Members: 
Glad to be on board and hello!! 
It feels like summer has finally arrived even though it’s technically still spring.  I hope that most of  

you have been able to get outside and enjoy this lovely weather.  Perhaps you’ve been able to go for a walk, 
work in the garden or simply just sit outside and enjoy the fresh air.  

I have been busy with a lot of  gardening.  When relaxing outside I like to watch the birds in the yard.  
Last week I was lucky enough  to see a pileated woodpecker.  I also saw a red headed woodpecker, oriole, 
cardinal, bluejay, plus other more common birds.  I have my bird book and binoculars on my table for quick 
use! I would however like to figure out how to keep the chipmunks out of  my bird feeders! 

Don’t forget to join the Port Perry PROBUS Facebook group if  you haven’t done so already. What have you 
all been up to?  Please be sure to share any interesting/funny outings, happenings or stories. We are all looking for 
some interesting diversion in our lives right now. Melodie Scott

ACTING FOR FUN
Evelyn McKenzie 

evsurfing@gmail.com  •  905-985-2587
Evelyn and her group are embracing the virtual life!  Kudos to 

thinking out of  the box.  They are 
going to meet remotely and re-
hearse using zoom. What a great 
way to be “together” and still do 
what you love..

ART – PROBUS OPEN STUDIO
Margaret Adamson 

madamson905@gmail.com  •  905-773-2878
This group will keep in touch with each other via emails.  Hopeful-
ly, members who have been working on their own creations/works 
of  art during the COVID shutdown, can share their new creations 
or art works as an attachment in joint emails. At a later date it 
might be possible to post them on the website.
A special thank you Anne Harland, Rita Hilker and some of   
the other Probus members, whose collective efforts enabled seniors 
in the Port Perry Seniors Club to receive protective face masks.  
Donations for supplies also were much appreciated. This project 
has been concluded for now.

‘Shelter in Place’ Interest Group Updates:
NOTE - In the case of  all Interest Groups, if  you have questions or wish to join, please contact the Coordinator

....................  continued next page

Remote Group Get Togethers:
I’ve listed some options I’ve personally used with groups:

Zoom: 
For me, Zoom has worked well.  Personally speaking, I have attend-
ed zumba classes, joined a ukulele jam session and attended a few 
meetings and also hosted one.  Not bad for not even having heard of  
it a few months ago!!  When using the free Zoom you are kept to a 
45 minute time frame, but the time is sometimes extended.  If  it isn’t 
and you run out of time, you can just sign right back in and continue.   

Facebook Messenger: 
You can create a group from your friends list in Facebook and then 
video call each other for free. Set up a group on messenger and then 
set a time to call. This is a very easy approach for small groups with 
folks that are on Facebook but not much else.

 

WhatsApp: 
It’s an encrypted chat feed with notifications etc. Better on phones/
iPad than computer. I’ve used this on my phone and ipad, but not 
my computer.

If  you would like to coordinate a new remote group or shared 
experience, please let Melodie know at interestgroups.portperry 
probus@gmail.com. Count on Melodie to help you get the word 
out and to engage other members. Note: In-person meet ups are 
on hold during the ‘shelter in place’ directive. Options for keeping 
engaged are noted next.
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BOARD GAMES
Jenny Yorgason 

j.yorgason@xplornet.ca  •  905-986-5441 and
Bill Morrison 

billandmaryare@gmail.com  •  905-985-2624
Board Games Group is on hold. Members are enjoying remote 
board games, like scrabble, on their com-
puters. Denise Throp has been enjoying 
scrabble games with her sister who lives 
in the UK! See the Port Perry PROBUS 
Facebook group for details on how to enjoy 
games on your computer or tablet.

 BOOK CLUB
Mary Arlt 

arltmary21@gmail.com  •  905-982-0159 
Our book club is keeping in touch via email. Everyone is doing 
well and we are considering a group meeting via Zoom. We will not 

be adding any readers to our group. However, from 
time to time there could be changes to our numbers 
and I will keep you informed. Here is a heads up on 
upcoming books for 2020: The Lost Letter by Jillian 
Cantor, Born A Crime by Trevor Noah and The Silent 
Patient by Alex Michaelides..

 
       BOOKWORMS BOOK CLUB

Brenda Manns 
mannsx2@sympatico.ca and  

Agnes Shaw 
theshaw@sympatico  •  905-982-1558

Like all other gatherings, the Bookworms meetings have been sus-
pended for the past months of  isolation. Our regular meeting days 
are the fourth Tuesday of  each month in the afternoons. The books 
on our list to still be discussed are: Born a Crime by Trevor Noah; 
Becoming by Michele Obama; The Giver of  Stars by Jo Jo Moyes; 
The Couple Next Door by Shari Lapena; and Recipe for a Perfect Wife 
by Karma Brown. If  you’re interested in joining our group please 
contact Brenda. 

       

BOWLING FOR FUN
Ann Skinner  

skinntj@gmail.com and
Pat McDougall  

patmcdougall@yahoo.com
Bowling For Fun is on the ‘shelter in place’ hiatus. Typically we 
bowl the last Thursday of every month. When 
we start back up and if  you would like to join 
in the fun and enjoy social time please contact 
Ann by email.

BREAKFAST CLUBS
 Mary-Anne Unwin  

interestgroups.portperryprobus@gmail.com
Both the Tuesday and Thursday Breakfast Clubs are closed to new 
members and are currently suspended until the Provincial Gov-
ernment lifts the restrictions on restaurants and group gatherings. 
Note that even when restaurants reopen, they most likely will be 
obligated to reduce their capacity to 25 or 50% of normal in order 
to obey “social distancing” rules. Therefore, it will be a while after 
that before groups will be permitted. Membership lists and email 
addresses have been sent to everyone and I encourage members to 
reach out and keep in touch with each other. Since some members 
do not have internet or email, it would be unfair to them to set up 
virtual meetings. For everyone else, feel free to join the Port Perry 
PROBUS group on Facebook for insightful comments, humour, 
and community goings-on. Hang in there, someday we will be able 
to resume our enjoyable breakfasts together!

BRIDGE – BEGINNERS/INTERMEDIATE
Judy Anderson 

judykins999@yahoo.ca  
Our group is in a hiatus. If  anyone has suggestions for online games 
we might join, please be in touch. When we start back up, this 
group will meet on a weekly basis on Tuesday afternoons. With the 
basics of  bidding and play of  the hand covered, we’ve moved to a 

shuffle and play format. This allows the group to feel 
comfortable with playing traditional kitchen bridge 
which incorporates scoring. Occasional discussions 
come up regarding bidding, but for the most part play-
ers have become independent. Although our group is 
currently full, we anticipate adding new members.

   

CREATE & CHAT
Lou Ellen Clement-Hobbs 

chichi@persona.ca  •  705-432-3229
This group is off  and running! When we are back to meeting 
in person, note that there is still room to join and take pleasure 
in good company and yummy treats. Please contact Lou at the 
above email address for more information.

CRIBBAGE
Barb Rootham 

brb.rootham@gmail.com  •  905-985-9066
“The Fifteen For Two Crew” meets bi-weekly on Thursday after-
noons at alternating members’ homes. Cribbage can be played with 
2, 3, or 4 players, so there is never a challenge of  not enough players 
to enjoy the afternoon games. We currently have nine members, 
and new members are always welcome when we can meet in per-
son again. Most of  the group has an App where they play against a 
computer opponent. Barb reports that the computer has NO inter-
esting stories to tell! Contact Barb for more information.
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CURRENT EVENTS
Linda Schell 

lindaschellconsulting@gmail.com 
 905-242-8877

We are working at fostering remote meetings – either with Face-
Time, Facebook Messenger or with Zoom, depending upon the 
group members. Join us if  you are interested in delving into the 
news of  the day. We explore global, national, and community top-
ics at each meeting. Please contact Linda if  you are interested in 
joining our discussions about news and views. 

 

FUN DARTS
John Leahy  

jleahy6@gmail.com  •  905-982-2695 2695  
Ken Crossley 

magentis@checkmail.ca or 705-786-1707
When the ‘shelter in place’ directive is lifted, the club will 
start getting together in person every Tuesday 2:15 - 4:30 
p.m. at The Canadian Legion Branch 419 at 484 Bay St. (basement) 
corner of  Bay and Old Simcoe St., in Port Perry. A Legion Mem-
bership is not required. Ladies are welcome. Don’t worry about 
your skill level this is not a league, it’s just for fun only. We also 
have a 50/50 draw. P.S. Please remove your hat when entering the  
Legion out of  respect for the fallen. For information please contact 
John or Ken. 

 
DINNER  –  

GUESS WHO’S COMING TO DINNER (GWCTD)
Carole Matthews 

dandcm43@yahoo.ca  •  905-982-2702  
Note that this group is currently in a holding pattern pending lift-
ing of  the current ‘shelter in place’ guidelines. Please note for 
your future planning that this group is open and meets once a 
month on a Saturday evening. We send an email to the group 
with details of  our next meeting. We expect a lot of  members to 
attend our dinners throughout the spring and summer, and many 
restaurants in the area only have a limited amount of  room, so 
when you get the notice of  the dinner, please RSVP early. If  we 
get more interest than the number of  seats available, we do keep 
a wait list in the event of  cancellations. New members are always 
welcome! Please contact Carole for questions.

DINNER  – THE MUNCHKINS
Marg Miller

margandrodmiller@gmail.com  •  226-229-9073
Marilyn Hanna 

jf.hanna@powergate.ca  •  905-985-6322
The Munchkins Dinner Group typically meets monthly on the 
3rd Thursday of  the month at 5:30 p.m. We are on hold right now 
and checking the menus of  all our favourite haunts!

EUCHRE –  
AFTERNOON 

Ann Berube 
ann.sundowner@gmail.com  •  905-985-7102

This Group is on a hiatus and looks forward to being able to  meet 
on alternate Friday afternoons, the recent norm being for a few 
members to be absent from time to time due to escaping our love-
ly winter for a few weeks and adventuring south. This doesn’t 
stop those left behind enjoying the games, socializing and great 
refreshments. The group is currently full, but if  you would like to 
be a Spare, don’t hesitate to contact Ann at the email above.

BID EUCHRE –  
AFTERNOON 

Jayne Rees 
rees.jayne@gmail.com  •  905-852-4997 or

Ann Berube 
ann.sundowner@gmail.com  •  905-985-7102

The Bid Euchre Group is also on hiatus. The schedule will start 
up when we have the nod from our government. The group plays 
on alternate Fridays and usually has good attendance and a lot 
of  fun. We have lots of  regular players, but we are looking for a 
couple of  spares. If  you know the game, or would like to learn it, 
please give either Jayne or Ann a quick call.

EUCHRE - THE TABLE TALKERS –  
AFTERNOON  
Barb Rootham 

brb.rootham@gmail.com  •  905-985-9066 
Susan Merriman 

susan.j.merriman@gmail.com  •  416-892-2127
Stayed tuned for when we start up after the hiatus. The group did 
meet monthly on the 1st Tuesday of  each month at 1:30 p.m. in 
members’ homes. Please contact Barb or Susan for information.

EUCHRE –  
EVENING

Margaret Adamson
madamson905@gmail.com  •  905-773-2878

These monthly evening euchre games are played at 7:00 p.m. 
on the Tuesday evening of  our Probus General 
Meeting. We have started a waiting list for spares. 
The 2020 rotating schedule for the members to 
host in their homes will be re-
vised when we are able to meet 
again.
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FOODIES! 
Melodie Scott 

bmgscott101@gmail.com  •  905-767-1505
The Foodies had their first virtual meeting via Zoom! Everyone 
enjoyed “seeing” and speaking with each other,  They discussed 
how to make the group work with social distancing guidelines still 
in place.  The group has decided to have another meeting and “vir-
tually” cook together.  All involved are going to submit a recipe to 

cook, keeping it to a 45-60 minute duration.  All submissions 
will be put in a hat and one will be picked.  The mem-

bers will all have the ingredients prepped and ready 
and  Melodie has volunteered to be the chef  and 

lead the virtual cooking experience.  Once 
completed they will all sit down “together 
virtually” and enjoy the meal they cooked.  

They will be doing this later this month. It will be 
great to hear all about it in the next newsletter.

GARDENING – BLOOMERS! 
Heather Hill Gibson 

hhillgibson17@gmail.com  •  905-985-9108
The Bloomers were invited to Helen Miller’s lovely acres of  tril-
liums in bloom at the end of  May.  Many people attended in sin-
gle visits and walked the property of  mature trees and they were 
able to also see many different birds.  Many thanks to Helen for 
hosting.  The next garden meeting will be with Melodie once the 
guidelines allow for more than five people in attendance. She will 
send out an email with the particulars once 
we are able.  An update to Melodies’ hoop 
garden, she has been enjoying lettuce, spin-
ach and green onions for the past few weeks.  
She is going to extend her growing season 
this fall. If  anyone would like some info on 
how to do this, please contact her.

PLEASE NOTE: 
Bloomers will be looking for a new coordinator in August.

GENEALOGY 
Heather Hill Gibson 

hhillgibson17@gmail.com  •  905-985-9108
Our first meeting was cancelled with the library closed. We are 
eagerly waiting for when the ‘shelter in place’ guidelines are lift-
ed. In the meantime, we are focusing on getting the correct full 
names of  our ancestors and the date/location of  their birth.

GOLF
COORDINATOR NEEDED!

Do you golf ?  Have you been out enjoying the  links  
now that it is allowed? How would you like to head up  
the golf  group? It’s a great way for PROBUS mem-
bers to get together while practicing social distancing. 
Contact Melodie Scott at: interestgroups.portperry 

probus@gmail.com

HIKING
Bill Morrison 

billandmaryare@gmail.com  •  905-985-2624
Typically the hiking group meets twice monthly, on the first and 
third Fridays. Hikes usually start at 9:25 a.m.; particulars for each 
hike are emailed to group members a few days before the planned 
hike date. To join the group, or for any questions, please contact 
Bill. Bill emphasizes that social distancing is being adhered to on 
the hikes and meals have been suspended until the guidelines are 
lifted.

 

INVESTMENT – PORT INVESTMENT GROUP
Ann Skinner 

skinntj@gmail.com
The club is not meeting in person. Our treasurer is circulating our 
regular monthly updates of  our portfolio holdings.

JAZZ 
COORDINATOR NEEDED!

Jazz is best enjoyed in a reflective mood. Now is 
the time to listen to some Miles Davis. Just Google 
his name and you can find some wonderful videos 
to enjoy.

 

LAWN BOWLING
Dennis Bayley

dennis.bayley@icloud.com  •  289-989-0178
Lawn Bowls Canada has cancelled all club activities. Let us know 
if  anyone has set up a bowling lane in the living room!

LUNCH MEETUP
Melodie Scott 

interestgroups.portperryprobus@gmail.com
As soon as we can get together we will resume with this 
lunch group. I look forward to seeing you then!

THE LUNCH BUNCH
Susan Barber 

susan_barber_4@live.com  •  905-854-5771
The lunch group is on hold until we may enjoy lunch 
together in person.

MODEL BOATS
COORDINATOR NEEDED!

If  you are interested in models boats, you can find designs and 
‘how to’ by using Google searches. Note that we have several 
members interested in building model boats. We just need a co-
ordinator to get the group going. If  you’re interested in Model 
Boats and possibly to join the interest group, please sign up at the 
next in-person member’s meeting.
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PROBUS Interest Groups continued ....... STIMULUS PACKAGE EXPLAINED

It is a slow day in the small Manitoba town of  Pumphandle,  
and streets are deserted.

Times are tough, everybody is in debt,  
and everybody is living on credit.

A tourist visiting the area drives through town,  
stops at the motel, and lays a $100 bill on the desk saying he 
wants to inspect the rooms upstairs to pick one for the night.

As soon as he walks upstairs, the motel owner grabs the bill  
and runs next door to pay his debt to the butcher.

The butcher takes the $100 and runs down the street  
to retire his debt to the pig farmer.

The pig farmer takes the $100 and heads off   
to pay his bill to his supplier, the Co-op.

The guy at the Co-op takes the $100 and runs to  
pay off  what he owes to the hotel where he stayed  

the night his wife kicked him out.

The hotel proprietor then places the $100 back on the counter  
so the traveller will not suspect anything.

At that moment the traveller comes down the stairs,  
states that the rooms are not satisfactory,  

picks up the $100 bill and leaves.

No one produced anything.  
No one earned anything.  

However, the whole town is now out of  debt  
and now looks to the future with a lot more optimism.

And that, ladies and gentlemen,  
is how a Stimulus package works!

MOVIE GROUP
Denise Throp 

deniset1954@gmail.com
Our in-person movie nights are on hold right now. The group has 
been sharing their movie lists via email. Denise is also enjoying 
complex jigsaw puzzles and reading new ebooks. You can still get 
on the distribution list to hear about all the movies on offer that 
PROBUS friends are likely to attend. Bargain Alert!: Join to get 
early notice of  the excellent $2.00 movies held at the Port Perry 
Library 6:30 p.m. on Thursday evenings! 

PHOTOGRAPHY
Jim Wakeford  

jrwakeford@yahoo.ca or 905-985-2030
We are navigating such an unusual time. If  you have a smart 
phone, you might try some of  the filters and the different features 
available. Perhaps you can do a study of  the sky – with and with-
out colour, saturation levels etc. You may just catch the photog-
raphy bug! 

SINGLETONS
Denise Throp: deniset1954@gmail.com and

Cathy Jeffrey: cjef@bell.net  
We are getting creative by enjoying the various remote activities 
available to us from the museums and streaming services. 

THEATRE TOWN HALL
Judy  L. Anderson 

ukeladyjudy@gmail.com  •  905-985-4257  
The Town Hall is dark. SCSMusicals has postponed The Little  
Mermaid to Nov. with the same cast. We meet on Zoom to keep in 
touch.  Judy is a member of  of  a local ukulele group that meets on 
Zoom to jam and also enjoys YouTube tutorials to learn new songs.  

TRAVEL - INTERNATIONAL
Judy Spring 

judith.spring@outlook.com  •  905-447-4557
Judy held a virtual travel meeting on Zoom.  It was a small group 
but enjoyed by all.  We discussed our hopes for future travelling.  
Everyone came away having learned some new things.  Judy has 
said she will set up another meeting sometime in the future.  

WINE TASTING I
Jim Adamson 

jim.adamson07@aol.com  •  905-773-2878
Sheltering in place can mean enjoying a nice 
new wine. We recommend you consider a ‘stay 
at home’ tasting. There are some terrific You-
Tube tutorials for how to ‘taste’ a wine and what 
you might consider.  


