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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Hi Everyone,
Fall is here, but we’ve had a good run of  

weather so far in October.  Let’s hope that holds 
for the rest of  the season and for winter as well.  
All of  us in the management committee hope 
you had a wonderful Thanksgiving with fami-
ly even if  you could only see some of  them by 
Zoom or social media.

As the cooler weather takes over, even the few 
outdoor in-person activities the club has been 
seeing will likely go into hibernation until next 
spring.  So that leaves us with our online activ-
ities, and we’re hoping to ramp those up quite 
a bit with our membership meetings, interest 
groups and social virtual experiences for groups.

We’re hearing that a COVID vaccine will not 
be widely available until next spring  or summer.  
And that means we still have a ways to go in the 
virtual world for the club.  But join in, learn to 
Zoom if  you haven’t already done so (and we’re 
ready to help with that), and find out how enjoy-
able a small group can be even if  they’re all on 
your computer screen.

We were very pleased that our first online 
membership meeting seemed to go so well in 
September.  Our speakers, Erin Foley from 
Port Cheese Shop in town gave a wonder-
ful live talk on putting together a charcuterie 

board (which made us hungry even at 10:15 in 
the morning) and Geoff  Carpentier from this 
area had a fascinating presentation on Canadi-
an Arctic lands, animals and people.  And four 
club members won some unexpected cash in 
our prize draw.

We have some great live presentations com-
ing up in October, November and December 
that will keep you entertained.  In addition we 
plan on having our Annual General Meeting 
presentation at the November online meeting.  
It’ll be an active fall season for the club.  And as 
we note below, it will be even easier to attend the  
online membership meetings.

Remember it’s important during the short fall 
and winter days when we’re largely stuck in-
doors (even before the COVID social distancing 
became the norm) to keep active in both mind 
and body and to socialize as much as possible.  
So whether you do it through the club or volun-
teering or through other means, just make sure 
you try to do it.

Have fun this fall!!
Stay safe and engaged.

 Tim Casey, President,  
PROBUS Club of  Port Perry 

president.portperryprobus@gmail.com 
905-985-3991

IMPORTANT NOTICE  
TO CLUB MEMBERS

OUR SECOND ONLINE GENERAL 
MEMBERSHIP MEETING WILL BE HELD 

ON ZOOM ON OCTOBER 20th  
FROM 10:00-11:30 a.m.   

REGISTRATION IS NOT NECESSARY  
IN ORDER TO ATTEND.  

SEE INFORMATION FURTHER  
IN THE NEWSLETTER.
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CLUB NOTICES

Thank you to everyone who has renewed their PROBUS Club 
of  Port Perry membership. We have had an amazing amount of  
renewals in light of  the pandemic which certainly confirms how 
we feel, that no matter the circumstances, our members want to be 
a part of  our group.  This month we are pleased to welcome Geoff  
Carpentier as a new member.

I would also ask all existing members to advise me of  any 

changes to your home address, email address or telephone num-
bers. Please send an email with the changes to Linda Parry at  
portperryprobus@gmail.com  so that we can avoid anyone miss-
ing any of  our club activities or social events.   Thank you for your 
continued support and involvement in the PROBUS Club of  Port 
Perry, and stay safe!

Linda Parry, 
 Membership Chair, PROBUS Club of  Port Perry

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE

The PROBUS Club of  Port Perry will be holding its 
Annual General Meeting (AGM) at the virtual (online) 
general meeting on November 17, 2020 at 10:00 a.m.  
The AGM presentation and Treasurer’s Report will take 

place at that meeting.  The slate of  candidates running for 
management committee positions will be presented at the  
October general meeting on October 20th and again at the 
November meeting on the 17th.

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Our second virtual (online) membership meeting will take place 
on Tuesday, October 20th, from 10:00-11:30 a.m.  The meeting will 
have an agenda similar to that of  our normal in-person meetings.  It 
will include a short 20 minute live-streamed presentation, a 50 min-
ute live-streamed main presentation with Q&As, a free prize draw 
(4 prizes), and the opportunity for attendees to chat with other at-
tendees online.  There’s more information about the agenda further 
along in the newsletter. 

As with the September meeting, we’ll be using the Zoom virtual 
meeting platform.  Many of  you may already be familiar with it. It 
allows you to attend the meeting using either a computer, an iPad, a 
tablet, a smartphone or simply a telephone.

Unlike for the September meeting, no one has to register for 
this meeting or our future ones. You should have received your 
invitation at the email address you have on file with the club.  We’ll 
send out a reminder just before the meeting with the connection 
information.

If  you’re not familiar with Zoom, go to this link on the web  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9isp3qPeQ0E to have a 
look at the instructional video.  It’s only eight minutes long, and it’s 
very clearly explained.  Alternatively you can look at the document 
in your email from us of  August 27th.  Or if  you wish, please feel 
to contact any of  the individuals listed below for assistance signing 
up for Zoom or simply connecting to it.  And even if  you’ve used 
it once or twice before, it might not hurt to try out once again your 
connection to the platform, and those members listed below can 

help you with that in just a few minutes.
We really really want you to be familiar with Zoom since it will 

be used for not only the membership meetings (while we cannot 
meet in person), but it will also be used for numerous interest group 
meetings and fun online group social activities over the next 6-9 
months.  Plus it’s a great platform to visit with families and friends.  
So please take the opportunity to learn Zoom through any of  the 
opportunities noted above or simply contact our Zoom mentors list-
ed below who are waiting for your call or email.

ZOOM MENTORS: 
Brian Davidson:  
(vicepresident.portperryprobus@gmail.com or 905-985-4670)  
Tim Casey:  
(president.portperryprobus@gmail.com or 905-985-3991)  
Judy Spring:  
(judith.spring@outlook.com or 905-447-4557)  
Barb Sinclair: (Zoom Coach):   
(barbarasinclair18@gmail.com or 905-985-7998)
Janet Casey:  
(janet.casey88@gmail.com or 905-985-3991)
Sue Merriman:  
(susan.j.merriman@gmail.com or 416-892-2127)

We’re really looking forward to seeing you in October at our 
virtual meeting.

THE CLUB IS HOLDING ITS SECOND “VIRTUAL”  
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING ON OCTOBER 20th.  
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Jodi Cowan provided the following brief  
description of  E.P. Taylor’s life: “E.P. Taylor 
saw potential that others did not, personally 
reshaping entire industries and becoming one 
of  Canada’s most successful and influential 
businessmen.

His talent for innovation became apparent at a young age. 
During his first year of  university he came up with the idea of  a 
double-sided toaster and filed a patent for his invention shortly after 
his 18th birthday. He then established an agreement with a manu-
facturing company and was soon receiving royalties. The entrepre-
neur was on his way.

Taylor also saw untapped opportunities in the world of  thor-
oughbred horse racing and breeding. He established Windfields 
Farm in Oshawa and created one of  the world’s most successful 
thoroughbred breeding businesses.  On May 2, 1964 Windfields 
Farm achieved international acclaim when Northern Dancer won 
the Kentucky Derby, the first Canadian-bred thoroughbred to do 
so. The little horse with the white blaze became a national hero 
and went on to win the Preakness Stakes, the second race in the 
American Triple Crown and finished third in the Belmont Stakes, 
the final race. Soon afterward he was retired to stud – and Taylor’s 
thoroughbred breeding business took off.

Northern Dancer became one of  the world’s greatest thorough-
bred sires. It’s estimated that 70 per cent of  today’s thoroughbreds 
are his descendants, including most of  the horses competing in the 
world’s major races.

In 2013, Ontario Tech and Durham Col-
lege acquired a portion of  Windfields Farm 
lands for future campus development. The 
University will preserve the heart of  Wind-
fields Farm lands as parkland, including its 
historic barns and Northern Dancer’s grave. 
The University has big plans, with Windfields Farm lands at the 
centre, including new infrastructure, collaborative student spaces 
and labs, and centres of  excellence.”

Our speakers provided the following Information: “Clive Waugh 
is Director, Gift Planning, at Ontario Tech University. In this role 
Clive works with families and individuals who believe in the value 
of  higher education and are considering leaving legacy gifts to sup-
port tomorrow’s students.

Clive has been with the university since 2003. During the past 
number of  years he has met with a number of  members of  the Tay-
lor family and community members who worked at Windfields 
Farm and was inspired to encourage the university to brand their 
legacy giving society in honour of  Edward Plunkett Taylor.

Jodi Cowan is the Community Engagement Coordinator at On-
tario Tech University. She joined the university’s External Relations 
and Advancement team in October 2017 after spending the major-
ity of  her career working in the entertainment industry as a writer, 
producer and editor. In her role, Jodi works with local community 
organizations who are keen to support the University’s next cohort 
of  critical thinkers, problem solvers and help students realize their 
academic dreams.”

THIS MONTH’S SPEAKERS
Main Speakers – October 20

 JODI COWAN & CLIVE WAUGH, ONTARIO TECH UNIVERSITY
“The Life and Legacy of E.P. Taylor” and Ontario Tech 

Tom Morrison is our short presentation 
speaker for October. He will talk about “…the 
major styles of  beer; how they are produced 
and what you should taste when you drink 
them.

Tom has been involved in brewing opera-
tions for the last seven years.  He has worked on every size of  brew 
house from 20 litre to 6000 litres.  Having recently moved on from a 
head brewer role at Red Truck Beer, he is now the managing Brew-

master for all aspects beer, cider and wine at Settlement Brewing 
Fermentation Collective.  Tom has won 9 beer awards in the prov-
ince of  British Columbia and has won the National Gold Medal 
for brewing Canada’s best Lager in 2019. He is a Cicerone (Beer 
Sommelier), Power Engineer, Brewing Operations Diploma Holder 
and is currently working on his masters in Brewing at Herriot Watt 
University’s International Brewing and Distilling program.” 

Tom was raised in Port Perry and is the son of  two of  the Port 
Perry PROBUS Club’s long time members, the Morrisons.

Short Presentation Speaker - October 20
TOM MORRISON

“Beer 101”

Jodi Cowan

Tom Morrison

Clive Waugh

....................  continued next page
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NOVEMBER
“Wild, Weird and Wacky Weather”  

 with David T. Chapman

DECEMBER
“Christmas: Stories and Symbols” 

with Leanne Harris
Live-streamed Holiday Music

JANUARY 2021
Jonathan van Bilsen

Short Presentation Speaker: 
to be announced

PROBUS Club of Port Perry ZOOM Meetings
UPCOMING SPEAKERS   

This Month’s Speakers continued .......

Did you miss our September Zoom Meeting?
HERE’S A RECAP

We had two wonderful speakers join our Club for its first Zoom 
membership meeting in September. Erin Foley, owner of  the Port 
Cheese Company, provided a visual guide and narration in how to 
create a delicious charcuterie board. Feel free to visit Erin in her 
shop conveniently located on Queen Street in Port Perry for more 
ideas or to purchase great cheeses and accompaniments.

If  you attended our September membership meeting, you likely 
enjoyed our main guest speaker, Geoff  Carpentier, and his fascinat-
ing presentation on the Canadian Arctic lands. 

To learn more or see sample text of  his book, 
“Antarctica – First Journey” check out his web-
site at www.avocetnatureservices.com. To or-
der or if  you have questions, please email Geoff  
at Geoff.carpentier@gmail.com. The special 
PROBUS member price is $35.00 CDN (includes 
applicable taxes) for a 359 page, full colour, hard-
cover signed copy (delivery extra).

Audio Only With Video

ZOOM MEETING September Zoom Meeting 
LUCKY PRIZE WINNERS

We may not be able to meet in person for our membership 
meetings, but we found a way to give away monetary prizes! 
We plan to do a similar give away each month during our 
virtual meetings.  The September prize winners were:

Steve Smith
Gloria Austin

Jim Blight
Jean Hirlehey
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SOME QUICK REMINDERS

LOOKING FOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE 
NEWSLETTER & WEBSITE 

We need your input for the newsletter, website and Facebook 
pages. So if  you come across interesting websites, recently re-
opened shops, restaurants or places to visit, or future scheduled 
events of  interest, please email us at portperryprobus@gmail.com

REMINDER REGARDING  
IN-PERSON CLUB ACTIVITIES 

Because most of  our club members fall into the vulnerable sector 
of  those affected by theCOVID-19 virus, the club requires that any 
applicable government regulations and public health recommenda-
tions for groups be strictly followed in any club-sponsored in-person 
activity.  And that currently covers the social distancing, wearing of  
face coverings, ensuring that adequate hand sanitizer is available 
and that the host or service provider for the group has employed 
recommended provisions for sanitization of  surfaces (that are likely 
to be encountered by the attendees) before and during any meeting 
or activity.

Obviously, any group of  people can meet on their own at any 
time.  However, to be considered or marketed in any way as a PRO-
BUS club activity, the above noted regulations and guidelines must 
be fully followed. 

WANT A GOOD EXCUSE TO  
GO FOR A WALK? 

We have a club member looking for someone to go walking with, 
with or without her dogs, in the Port Perry area.  If  you would like 
to do so or know anyone who would, please let Denise Throp at 
deniset1954@gmail.com know and she’ll pass on the information 
to the member.

CLUB FACEBOOK GROUP 
If  you haven’t done so already, please consider joining our  

club’s new Facebook group. We have around 100 members now on 
it and are looking for more to join. There’s no obligation to input 
anything if  you don’t want to, but you’ll find a lot of  good informa-
tion, inspiration and laughs on the site from those who do.

To join our Facebook group, use the following instructions:
1.  Click on the following link or enter it into your browser: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ProPP/
2.  Sign in to Facebook account if  prompted or if  you’re not a 

member of  Facebook, open an account.
3. Press ‘join group’
4. Answer the entry question
Once you have been verified as a member, you will receive a 

notification on Facebook of  entry to the group. You are then free to 
participate as much or as little as you would like, whether it be just 
reading posts or contributing, the choice is yours. The only rules 
are that posts must not be political, religious, or offensive. No fund-
raising except as approved by the management committee. For any 
issues feel free to email judith.spring@outlook.com

PROBUS CHALLENGE -  
ASSISTING FELLOW MEMBERS 

You are challenged to consider fellow PROBUS members who 
live alone or may be having trouble throughout this lengthy period 
of social distancing. This may be coping with day-to-day living or 
isolation.  They may not wish to reach out for help.  Give two mem-
bers a friendly call to brighten their day.  If  you don’t have their con-
tact information, email Judy Spring at judith.spring@outlook.com   
and the information will be provided. And if  you’re feeling isolated 
or need some assistance, please reach out to us.
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TAKE A HIKE
It’s important while living in the stressful 

COVID-19 environment to find ways to re-
lax, to enjoy the beauty around us and to get 
some exercise.  And why not a pleasant walk 
or hike to different local places to do just that.  
As a new periodic feature of  the newsletter, 
we’re going to give you some ideas of  won-
derful places to walk/hike.   Bill Morrison, 

who is coordinator of  the Hiking Interest Group and an expert 
in hikes all around Durham Region, will present a favourite hike 
each month that you can do on your own.  And yes, he hikes even 
in winter, so expect some interesting ones in the “cooler” season 
as well for those so inclined.  

Here’s his second submission:

THE BEST PLACE LOCATION FOR 
FALL COLOURS  

IS JUST ABOUT ANYWHERE!
I decided a while ago that I would focus this 
piece on the best place to go to walk among 
the fall colours.  For about the last week and 
a half  I’ve been checking on some of  my 
favourite local trail locations and generally 
watching for brilliant autumn leaves on the landscape.  On one 
level I failed; the best fall coIours are any place I’m walking – none 
better than where I am.  It seems to be a good year for fall colours 
generally, and I believe I have seen increasing proportions of  bright 
oranges and reds in the last week or so.  So, although the best place to 
walk among great fall colours is many places – here are a number of  
local favourite trails:
Long Sault Conservation Area.  The White-tailed Deer Trail on 
the east side is a common choice for me; it has a lot of  maple, 
especially on the north loop; it wasn’t particularly bright on Sep-
tember 30, but should be getting more colourful.  It’s accessed by 
going north on Woodley Road, off  Regional Road 20 (the road 
out to Mosport).

Walkers Woods (East Access).  The northern part of  Walkers 
Woods has a lot of  good hiking options.  From the NE corner take 
the trail west along the north edge of  the property, and then turn 
left on one of  the southbound trails and loop around at your lei-
sure.  The mix of  coniferous and deciduous trees gives this land-
scape great hiking potential year-round, including fall colours.  
Access is via Uxbridge Concession 7.  The parking area is on the 
right (west side) about 2 kilometres south of  the Goodwood Road 
(Regional Road 21).  

Durham Forest Main Tract.  If  parked at the access point noted 
above, for the NE access to Walkers Woods, you can also just 
walk across the road (Uxbridge Concession 7) into the Durham 
Forest.  Walk up the hill past where the large microwave tower 
is (really hard to miss!), and then take a trail off  to the left, into 
the Durham Forest. 

The Uxbridge Countryside Preserve.  With some partly open 
landscape, and a small lookout hill included on this property, it 
can provide a good opportunity, fairly close to the parking area 
(about a kilometre?), to look out over the landscape and get a 
good overview of  the colours around Uxbridge.  Access is at the 
south edge of  town in Uxbridge.  There is a parking lot immedi-
ately behind (to the south) of  Walmart.
These locations all have many beneficial features:  parking to 
provide easy access; fairly high areas with less chance of  mud; great 
combinations of  forest types, providing shade, shelter and colour at 
various times of  the year.  They also generally have some wide and 
well-maintained trails to help hikers stay dry, reduce risk of  exposure 
to ticks, and maintain social distancing during the COVID threat.   
If  you’re inclined to go for a walk or hike – at one of  these places, or 
anywhere else – remember that it doesn’t have to be a long distance  
undertaking.  A walk of  20 minutes can be as beneficial to your physi-
cal and emotional well-being as a longer outing.  Enjoy yourselves!     

Take care,     
Bill
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WEBSITES OF INTEREST

SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES

Halloween Fun
Halloween’s coming, and while you may not be able to get out trick or 
treating in the neighbourhood and sorting though your bag of  candy 
afterwards this year, at least you can get some Halloween experiences.  
Thanks to one of  our newest members, Joyce Svedberg, for letting 
us know about the following Halloween Fun websites.

13 SPOOKY VIRTUAL TOURS
If  you want choice in your haunted adventures, 
this website provides that in spades.  There are 13 
virtual pre-recorded spooky ghost tours here, most 
of  them free.  They range from places like the Cat-
acombs of  Paris; New Orleans with its supposed 
horror-laced past involving voodoo, vampires and 

spirits; a haunted 13th century Scottish castle and another one in 
Ireland; some haunted houses in North America and a few other 
places that will make you head for the exits before the entrapped 
spirits get you.    

https://www.hauntedjourneys.com/blog/13-spooky-
virtual-ghost-tours

HELPING LOCAL GHOSTS
Pickering Museum Village has their haunted drive-through ghost 
tours with stories that should prove haunting.   Cost is $20/car and 
you have to book ahead.  Be careful that disembodied whatevers 
don’t try to hitch a ride out of  the village.    
https://www.pickering.ca/en/discovering/pmv-whats-on.aspx

HAUNTED LONDON
Here’s a Haunted London Virtual Tour  –  A tour of London’s 
ghostly hotspots by Richard Jones.  He’s  the author of over twen-
ty books on the supernatural and on the legends of Britain and 
Ireland.  He also says he’s been conducting tours of haunted Lon-
don longer than any other guide.”  The presentation is by Zoom and 
the cost is 6£.  Make sure you check the time zone for the sched-
uled events (it looks like they’re at around 3 p.m. our time). 

 https://www.london-ghost-tour.com/

Museum Adventures
Natural History Museum - Museum of  South Kensington 

(near London, UK)
If  you’d like to see some fascinating live-streamed museum presen-
tations on a variety of  subjects, this British museum is just the place.  
You can watch specialists talk about a really diverse range of  sub-
jects such as  octopuses, trees, the moon, wildlife photography, meg-
alodons, meteorites, etc.  You can ask questions in the scheduled 
live-streamed events or watch videos of  past ones.  And it’s all free.
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/visit/exhibitions/nature-live.html

New Poem
Here is a link which will download a short video of  club member 
Patricia Bayley’s latest poem. 

 https://tinyurl.com/yymwnsdh

PUMPKIN PALOOZA 2020
“Join the folks at Willowtree Farm for some fall fun at the farm at 
their PICK-YOUR-OWN pumpkin event!  This year’s event will 
include a short wagon ride, admission to the pumpkin patch and 
mini corn trail!
Ticket Cost: $8 per person (Ages 2-92).  Tickets include: A wagon 
ride to the pumpkin patch and a walk through their corn trail”

https://willowtreefarm.ca/events/pumpkin-palooza/

PINGLE’S HARVEST FESTIVAL
“Spend the day navigating through the Pirate Ship Corn Maze, 
have fun in Playland, take in the farm views & fresh country air 
on a wagon ride, pick-your-own delicious apples in their apple or-
chard, pick the biggest pumpkin in the patch and top off  your day 
with some yummy savoury & sweet food & drinks!  Tickets must 
be purchased in advance.  Open weekends to October 30th.”

https://pinglesfarmmarket.com/index.php/pingles-
harvest-festival-2/

INCREDIBLE MOVIE FIND:  
MY OCTOPUS TEACHER – 

A 2020 NETFLIX ORIGINAL DOCUMENTARY
“Craig Foster produced this film which captures a year he spent 
free diving with a wild common octopus. The filmmaker forges an 
unusual friendship with an octopus living in a South African kelp 
forest, learning as the animal shares the mysteries of  her world.”  
It’s beautifully filmed and offers a view of  an awe inspiring under-
water world and of  an incredibly intelligent, surprisingly adaptable 
and at times playful creature. Be sure to check this out.

Go to Netflix to find this documentary
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Many PROBUS members have come from far and 
wide to settle in our lovely town of Port Perry.  There are 
many wonderful attributes of this community that lend 
themselves to a perception of a bygone era, a time of  
neighbourliness and a slower pace of life.  But what would 
it have been like to have seen this village grow and evolve 
to what it has become today?  Well, I’m glad you asked.

Let me begin by saying I am born and raised in Port 
Perry and have spent my life working and raising my own 
family here as have generations before me.  I have three 
children and six grandchildren who I believe have delighted in, but 
are now tired of  hearing, the many stories of  times past or in their 
words, “the olden days, you know before T.V.?”

My Port Perry ancestors are completely tied 
to the beginnings and early growth of  Port Perry. 
My great, great Grandfather, Joseph Bigelow, 
the first Mayor of  this town, was quite the 
mover and shaker of  progress in the early days.  
Although some of  his dealings might seem a little 
circumspect when put 
under the lens of  today, I 
won’t go there!  

My grandmother was raised in the lovely 
old Italianate house on Cochrane Street.  
She married one of  James Carnegie’s sons 
and raised their family across the street 
where my cousin now resides.  James built 
and lived in the building now known as 
Jester’s Court on the main street.  I now 
live in the renovated first Bigelow residence 
built in 1855 on the main street as well.  It 

stood roughly across the road from the Post Office and 
then was moved by rolling it on logs to its present site on 
Perry Street in 1875/6.  

My family, right down to my father, were business 
owners in the downtown core including Carnegie Crest 
Hardware on the site of the recently sold Home Hardware, 
and Don Carnegie Men’s Wear, now the site of Dana’s 
Goldsmithing. My cousin ‘Chic’ founded and operated 
Homestead Furniture with Ralph Ballard, a family also 
connected to mine through marriage on both sides!

As a child, my home was on the Manchester road, now known 
as 7A, and I initially attended a one room schoolhouse at the top of  
the hill.  No kindergarten then and no age restrictions.  

We generally found our own entertainment.  We skated at the 
old arena on Water Street (now a parking lot) or on the lake in 
winter and roller skated at the arena in summer. Bowled at the 
alley (now the Highland Restaurant), swam at Poplar Park (now 
Victorian Village residences), rode our bicycles far and wide, hung 
out at the Flamingo restaurant, drank cherry coke listening to the 

juke box and pigged out on “the best butter 
tarts” this side of  heaven.

I trained at the Toronto General Hospital 
School of  Nursing, worked for 42 years at 
Port Perry Community Memorial Hospital 
and assisted in birthing many Port Perry 
babies.

So many stories, so many memories and 
so many changes. I am very proud to be 
a daughter of  this wonderful and historic 
town of Port Perry and wouldn’t consider 
being anywhere else.

MEET OUR CLUB MEMBERS

We have 356 members in the club, and most of  us aren’t necessarily familiar with all of  those individuals.  And each member 
in the club has led a fascinating life.  So In this newsletter and future issues we will bring you the biographies of  some of  your 

fellow members so you get the chance to know them better and what they’ve been up to all these years.  
Beverly Brown has provided us with her brief  biography as shown below: 

The original Bigelow home, built in 1855 was 
moved from Main Street to Perry Street, 1875/6.

The Bigelow home on Perry Street with an 
extension under construction.

The original Bigelow house with extension as it 
looks today.

Grandmother’s childhood Italianate home on 
Cochrane Street.

Joseph Bigelow

CORRECTION:  In the ‘Meet Our Club Members’ section on Page 8 of last month’s newsletter, the references to  
Mayor Tom Rowett’s Honour Roll in 2014 should have instead referred to Mayor Chuck Mercier.
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YOUR CLUB VOLUNTEERS
 Our volunteer bakers on the House Committee are 

certainly missing the monthly opportunity to bake for 
our PROBUS friends, and we know how much you 
look forward to the goodies!  So for this our second 
virtual membership meeting on October 20th, we are 
offering a simple recipe which you can make yourselves 
and enjoy during the meeting in the comfort of  your 
own home. 

Yes!  You can eat and drink during the presentation!  
If  you’re not a baker, perhaps you could partner with a 
friend or neighbour, and if  you are a baker, think about 
sharing with other PROBUS members 
nearby. Either way, we hope you will 
join us to enjoy these delicious muffins  
at the meeting.

Here’s this month’s recipe submitted by Barb Sinclair: 

PUMPKIN MUFFINS

DIRECTIONS:
1.    Beat eggs slightly. Add sugar, oil, pumpkin and beat thoroughly.
2. Add dry ingredients and mix until smooth.
3.  Stir in raisins.
4. Fill greased muffin cups 2/3 full and sprinkle with brown sugar.
5. Bake at 375ºF for 20 minutes.

INGREDIENTS:
•  4 eggs
•  2 cups White Sugar
•  1 1/2 cups Oil
•  1 3/4 cups Canned Pumpkin
•  3 cups Flour (All Purpose)
•  1 tbsp Cinnamon
•  2 tsp Baking Powder
•  2 tsp Baking Soda
•  1 tsp Salt
•  2 cups Raisins

Not much history here, except that this is another family favourite, originally from the  
Muffin Mania cookbook of  the 70s? Maybe 80s?  When you make it you’ll be tempted not to  

bother with the brown sugar topping, but I can tell you it’s worth the extra trouble!   
Just a little gives you that sugary crunch as you take your first bite - enjoy!

“Muffins spelled backwards 
is what you do when you 

take them out of the oven.”
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PROBUS INTEREST GROUPS

ACTING FOR FUN
Evelyn McKenzie 

evsurfing@gmail.com  •   905-985-2587
The Acting For Fun Interest Group is 
continuing to practice our lines for a 
show we are looking forward to perform-
ing for the PROBUS group hopefully 
when we re-open.

ART – PROBUS OPEN STUDIO
Margaret Adamson 

madamson905@gmail.com  •  905-773-2878
This group will keep in touch with each other via emails.  Hopeful-
ly, members who have been working on their own creations/works 
of  art during the COVID shutdown, can share their new creations 
or art works as an attachment in joint emails.  At a later date it 
might be possible to post them on the website.

 BOOK CLUB
NOTE!!!!!

The former “Book Club” interest group has now been renamed 
“The Page Turners Book Club”    

See next column for information on that re-named group. 

BOOK CLUB – THE BOOK WORMS
Brenda Manns 

mannsx2@sympatico.ca and  
Agnes Shaw 

theshaw@sympatico  •  905-982-1558
The Bookworms held an outdoor meeting in September to discuss 
Recipe for a Perfect Wife by Karma Brown. It was an interesting read 
with some unexpected twists near the end. Those of  us who read it 
would recommend it to others as a good read. 
Over the next few months we are planning to hold some Zoom 
meetings with books to be determined by the members.

BOOK CLUB – THE PAGE TURNERS
 Kathy McLeod  

kbmcleod24@gmail.com
NOTE:   The former “Book Club” interest group has now been 
renamed “The Page Turners Book Club” with a new coordinator,  
Kathy McLeod.
“Reading gives us someplace to go when we have to stay where we are”,
 Mason Cooley.
This month our book takes us to Kentucky. Brenda recommends 
Giver of  Stars by JoJo Moyes. This is the story of  five extraordinary 
women and their remarkable journey through the 
Kentucky hills as travelling librarians. The Pack 
Horse Library Initiative was a program set up 
by Eleanor Roosevelt in 1935. Based on actual 
events, this story is about adventure, friendship, 
love and, of  course, books!

BREAKFAST CLUBS
 Mary-Anne Unwin  

interestgroups.portperryprobus@gmail.com
The Tuesday Breakfast Club is in need of  a new coordinator. Any-
one has the capabilities of  performing the duties of  coordinator – 
choosing the restaurant, contacting the members and making the 
restaurant reservation. Mary-Anne can provide an updated mem-
bership list and selection of  restaurants used in the past. Due to 
Covid-19, the group is on hiatus until further notice.
 
The Thursday Breakfast Club met for the first time since March. 
They enjoyed an outdoor, socially distanced meeting in Palmer 

Park in August. The weather was beautiful and 
the members enjoyed seeing each other and 
doing a little catch-up. They plan to have more 
meetings while the weather permits, and then 
the club will also be on hiatus until the Spring 
of  2021.

CURRENT INTEREST GROUP UPDATES
NOTE - in the case of  all Interest Groups, if  you have questions or wish to join, please contact the Coordinator

....................  continued next page

Remote Group Get Togethers:
Our club has a corporate zoom account should you wish to set up a virtual meeting, and it has no time restraints!   

Just contact Tim Casey at president.portperryprobus@gmail.com or 905-985-3991 to use it.
We are here to help should you want to try a meeting virtually!

New Interest Group Opportunities
If  you would like to coordinate a new remote group or shared experience, please let us know at  

interestgroups.portperryprobus@gmail.com.   
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BRIDGE – BEGINNERS/INTERMEDIATE
Judy Anderson 

judykins999@yahoo.ca  
Our group is in a hiatus. If  anyone has suggestions for online 
games we might join, please be in touch. When we start back up, 
this group will meet on a weekly basis on Tuesday afternoons. 
With the basics of bidding and play of the hand covered, we’ve 
moved to a shuffle and play format. This allows the group to feel 
comfortable with playing traditional kitchen bridge which incor- 
porates scoring. Occasional discussions come up regarding bidding, 
but for the most part players have become independent. Although 
our group is currently full, we anticipate adding new members.

CREATE & CHAT
Lou Ellen Clement-Hobbs 

chichi@persona.ca  •  705-432-3229
This group is off  and running! When we are back to meeting 
in person, note that there is still room to join and take pleasure 
in good company and yummy treats. Please contact Lou at the 
above email address for more information.

CRIBBAGE
Barb Rootham 

brb.rootham@gmail.com  •  905-985-9066
“The Fifteen For Two Crew” meets bi-weekly on Thursday after-
noons at alternating members’ homes. Cribbage can be played with 
2, 3, or 4 players, so there is never a challenge of  not enough players 
to enjoy the afternoon games. We currently have nine members, 
and new members are always welcome when we can meet in per-
son again. Most of  the group has an App where they play against a 
computer opponent. Barb reports that the computer has NO inter-
esting stories to tell! Contact Barb for more information.

CURRENT EVENTS
Linda Schell 

lindaschellconsulting@gmail.com 
 905-242-8877

We are working at fostering remote meetings – either with Face-
Time, Facebook Messenger or with Zoom, depending upon the 

group members. Join us if  you are interested in 
delving into the news of  the day. We explore glob-
al, national, and community topics at each meet-
ing. Please contact Linda if  you are interested in 
joining our discussions about news and views. 

FOODIES! 
Melodie Scott 

bmgscott101@gmail.com  •  905-767-1505
There is nothing new with the Foodies Group this month.  The 
zoom virtual cooking get together worked very well.  As we  have 
other recipes to explore, we hope to have something organized for 
sometime later in September.

GARDENING – BLOOMERS!
COORDINATOR NEEDED! 

Heather Hill Gibson 
hhillgibson17@gmail.com  •  905-985-9108

Well, we are having quite a hot spell! Our gardens seem to need 
watering twice a day now.

But regardless, please put your garden pics up on 
face book or email to me to share via email or 
Facebook for you! Just specify which or both.  Be-
cause of  the weather, our last three events did not 
really happen! They were Century Gardens Tour, 
Helen’s Trilliums and JoAnne’s Garden visit.  So 

for now we are suggesting that visits for July and August will be 
postponed, due to the heat and Covid restrictions.  We are still ask-
ing for someone to step up and be the Co-ordinator – I would be 
willing to stay on and help, working alongside with another mem-
ber to continue our wonderful garden visits!  Please let me know if  
you are willing to help!

GENEALOGY 
Heather Hill Gibson 

hhillgibson17@gmail.com  •  905-985-9108
Genealogists hello - Sorry we have not be able to meet up! If  any-
one would like to make a time appointment you can email to do so!  
I’m willing to give you some time and  help  talk by phone or Skype!  
I would be glad to make suggestions or referrals for help with ar-
chives and web sites for each of  you individually on your projects. 
Neil Kilmartin is willing to assist others remotely regarding their  
genealogy efforts.

Course on genealogy starting October 19th (free)
Genealogy:  Researching Your Family Tree  with the University of  
Strathclyde (Glasgow, Scotland)

https://www.strath.ac.uk/studywithus/
strathclydeonlinelearning/freeonlinecourses/

INVESTMENT – PORT INVESTMENT GROUP
Ann Skinner 

skinntj@gmail.com
The club is not meeting in person. Our treasurer is circulating our 
regular monthly updates of  our portfolio holdings.

MODEL BOATS
COORDINATOR NEEDED!

If  you are interested in models boats, you can find designs and 
‘how to’ by using Google searches. Note that we have several  
members interested in building model boats. We just need a co-
ordinator to get the group going. If  you’re interested in Model 
Boats and possibly to join the interest group, please sign up at the 
next in-person member’s meeting.

PROBUS Interest Groups continued .......

....................  continued next page
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MOVIE GROUP
Denise Throp 

deniset1954@gmail.com
Our in-person movie nights are on hold right now. The group has 
been sharing their movie lists via email. Denise is also enjoying 
complex jigsaw puzzles and reading new ebooks. You can still get 
on the distribution list to hear about all the movies on offer that 
PROBUS friends are likely to attend. 

SINGLETONS
Denise Throp: deniset1954@gmail.com and

Cathy Jeffrey: cjef@bell.net  
We are getting creative by enjoying the various remote activities 
available to us from the museums and streaming services.  

TOWN HALL THEATRE
1.  The Scugog Choral Society production of The Little Mermaid 

has been moved to April 2021. It opens on April 9th for three 
weekends. 

2.  As described by Town Hall 1873: “Join us this October for a 
spook-tacular family-friendly event and fundraiser in support 
of  Town Hall 1873!

As you are  led though all areas of  the building including those 
not usually open to the public, you’ll  hear some hair-raising 
true stories about our ghosts in the very places where these have 
happened.  Cost is ‘by donation’.  This is a walking tour of  Town 

Hall 1873, theatre seats not available.  Reserve your  25 minute 
tour in advance online at: https://calendly.com/th1873-events/
town-hall-theatre-ghost-tour-1?month=2020-10

Friday Oct. 23, 6-9 p.m.       
Saturday Oct. 24, 1-4 p.m./6-9 p.m.  •  Sunday Oct. 25, 1-4 p.m 

Friday Oct. 30, 6-9 p.m.  •  Saturday Oct. 31, 1-4 p.m.
All COVID-19 safety protocols strictly followed. If  you have any 
issues, please email us at marketing.townhall1873@gmail.com” 

 

WINE TASTING I
Jim Adamson 

jim.adamson07@aol.com  •  905-773-2878
Sometimes when life hands us lemons, we are best served by turn-
ing them into lemonade and enjoying them as we can. After sev-
eral months of  isolation without the benefits of  getting together. 
a few members of  the wine tasting group suggested that we try a 
“virtual wine tasting”. After working out a few simple logistical 
details, a meeting date was set. Zoom invitations sent out, and 
we were back together once again (albeit only on screens). The 
enthusiastic and repetitive samplings that ensued led to a unani-
mous resolution to do it all again the following month.
Our second “virtual wine tasting” in July was a most interest-
ing comparison between oaked and non-oaked Chardonnet from 
Angels Gate Winery in Beamsville. Everyone certainly enjoyed 
getting together again and there is one unanticipated added bene-
fit – no one had to drive home after it concluded.  

The following interest groups have suspended operations during the COVID-19 crisis.   
However please stay tuned because some of  these groups might find other methods to re-start in the coming months.

PROBUS Interest Groups continued .......

BOARD GAMES
Bill Morrison 

billandmaryare@gmail.com 
905-985-2624

BOWLING FOR FUN
Ann Skinner 

skinntj@gmail.com
Pat McDougall 

patmcdougall@yahoo.com

FUN DARTS
John Leahy  

jleahy6@gmail.com 
905-982-2695 2695 

Ken Crossley 
magentis@checkmail.ca 

705-786-1707

DINNER  –  
GUESS WHO’S COMING  

TO DINNER (GWCTD)
Carole Matthews 

dandcm43@yahoo.ca 
905-982-2702

DINNER  – THE MUNCHKINS
Marg Miller 

margandrodmiller@gmail.com 
226-229-9073

Marilyn Hanna 
jf.hanna@powergate.ca 

 905-985-6322
EUCHRE – AFTERNOON 

Jayne Rees 
rees.jayne@gmail.com 

 905-852-4997

BID EUCHRE – AFTERNOON 
Jayne Rees 

rees.jayne@gmail.com 
905-852-4997

EUCHRE -  
THE TABLE TALKERS –  

AFTERNOON  
Barb Rootham 

brb.rootham@gmail.com 
905-985-9066 

Susan Merriman 
susan.j.merriman@gmail.com 

416-892-2127

EUCHRE – EVENING
Margaret Adamson 

madamson905@gmail.com 
905-773-2878

GOLF
Co-ordinator Needed 

Contact: Melodie Scott 
interestgroups.portperry 

probus@gmail.com

HIKING
Bill Morrison 

billandmaryare@gmail.com 
905-985-2624

JAZZ
Co-ordinator Needed

LAWN BOWLING
Dennis Bayley 

dennis.bayley@icloud.com 
289-989-0178

LUNCH MEETUP
Melodie Scott 

interestgroups.portperrypro-
bus@ 

gmail.com

THE LUNCH BUNCH
Susan Barber 

susan_barber_4@live.com 
905-854-5771

PHOTOGRAPHY
Jim Wakeford  

jrwakeford@yahoo.ca 
905-985-2030

TRAVEL
Judy Spring 

judith.spring@outlook.com 
 905-447-4557


