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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
 Greetings to all of  our PROBUS club members.

I sincerely hope you and your families are all 
doing well, in spite of  these difficult times we find 
ourselves in.

As the Covid-19 virus spreads throughout our 
communities and the world, a new normal has 
emerged involving social distancing and stay-at-
home.  All that isolation plays havoc on our basic 
human need and desire for person-to-person social 
connections.  

As we advised in the March newsletter, the 
club’s management committee has made the de-
cision to cease all club activities until at least early 
May. This covers only those activities involving 
in-person interactions but not virtual and social 
media activities. That closure may very well re-
quire one or more extensions depending on the 
progress of  the virus and the efforts to defeat or at 
least control it.  Our first priority is our members’ 
health, and we don’t want to resume normal club 
operations until we’re sure our members and guests 
will be safe.  We’re hearing forecasts from experts 
that it will likely be many weeks or even months 
before we start seeing a return to some semblance 
of  normal. Some are even saying it could be 12-18 
months from now.  Either way we’re likely in this 
for a while yet.

Our club members and volunteers have done a 
wonderful job over the last four years in building 
strong social connections between the members 
and the club and between the members them-
selves. We feel those social connections are quite 
important, particularly during times like we cur-
rently find ourselves in, and we don’t want to  
lose those critical connections for any potential 
extended period that the club is closed.  

So we’re going to try some new initiatives in 
the club using online mechanisms and our club 
website.  Many of  you may not have accessed the 
club website in the past, but seriously consider 
doing so now to view the many opportunities to 
see and do interesting things online.

But to make this all work, we also need your 
input as regards emailing us links to your favour-
ite websites and webpages along with a brief  de-
scription of  what they are.  We could also use a 
few volunteers to help categorize the information 
as it comes in and prepare it for publication on 
the website.  Plus we could also use a volunteer or 
two who are quite knowledgeable about virtual 
meeting platforms, online streaming and related 
apps to remotely help any of  our members who 
need assistance in that regard.

....................  continued next page

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO CLUB MEMBERS
CLUB ACTIVITIES INVOLVING IN-PERSON 

INTERACTIONS (BUT NOT INCLUDING VIRTUAL 
AND SOCIAL MEDIA ONES), ARE CANCELLED  

OR SUSPENDED THROUGH EARLY MAY.
WE WILL LET YOU 

KNOW IN EARLY MAY 
REGARDING ANY 

FURTHER EXTENDING OF 
THIS SUSPENSION.
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The following are some of  the online initiatives that we’re going to try to initiate for the club.   
Their success will depend on whether these activities are of  interest to you and other members.   

We’ll adjust them as we go along based on the feedback we receive. The initiatives currently will include the following:   

We’ll offer the opportunity and technical assistance to club  
interest groups who may want to try to meet virtually using one  
or more of  the virtual meeting platforms (e.g. Skype, Zoom,  
Microsoft Teams, Google Duo, WhatsApp, etc.). This virtual meet-
ing format could potentially serve the following interest groups: 

•  Book Clubs  •  Card and Game groups  •  Create & Chat       
•  Current Events  •  Genealogy  •  Gardening  •  Investment  
•  Photography  •  Open Studio – Art  •  Wine Club  •  Others??

In addition we’ll provide similar assistance to those members who 
are interested in perhaps starting up new interest groups which 
could also be operated virtually.  Examples of  such groups include: 

•  Scrabble  •  Writing for Beginners  •  Astronomy   
•  Learning Social Media 

•  Computers/Digital Devices for Beginners   
•  Cooking (for example quick meals, international cooking, 

gourmet meals, theme meals, gluten free, etc.)

We wanted to let you know that a Facebook group called Port 
Perry PROBUS has been introduced, and it will one method of  
communicating to and from our members. This site is a means of  
sharing information, promoting events, celebrating our successes, 
and starting discussions in a safe, respectful and easy way.  It is a 
closed/private group only accessible to us, and you do not need to 

be friends with any other members if  you don’t wish to be.  
Once you have been verified as a member, you will receive a 

notification on Facebook of  entry to the group.  You are then free 
to participate as much or as little as you would like, whether it be 
just reading posts or contributing, the choice is yours. Any issues 
feel free to email:  judith.spring@outlook.com

1.)  Virtual Interest Groups 

2.)  Port Perry Probus Club Facebook Group 

President’s Message continued .......

One other service that our club is offering is possible assis-
tance to our members during this COVID-19 crisis.  If  you need 
help with things like having groceries or supplies delivered, emer- 
gency repairs to the plumbing or computer, some simple lawn or 
garden work done, or even just someone to talk to on a regular  
basis given the stay-at-home directives, let us know.  Email us at 
portperryprobus@gmail.com and we’ll see what we can do to  
assist. Given the current situation, we can’t obviously make prom-

ises here, but we will do our best to help. 
Let’s keep looking after one another during these most unusual 

of  times, and stay optimistic about the future. 
We hope you and your family remain safe and healthy. 

Tim Casey,  
President, PROBUS Club of  Port Perry 

president.portperryprobus@gmail.com  
905-985-3991

CLUB NOTICES

NEW ONLINE INITIATIVES OF PORT PERRY PROBUS CLUB

....................  continued next page

It’s very simple to join, but for those not familiar with a group, here’s how to get started:
1. Click on the link below.... 

2. Sign in to Facebook account if  prompted
3. Press ‘join group’ 

4. Answer the entry question
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3876213425785455/?ref=share
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We’ll be publishing on the website the ideas and recommen-
dations from our members regarding entertainment, learning and 
personal interest things to see and do online.  We’ll do this by iden-
tifying online links (with brief  descriptions) to interesting low and 
no-cost entertainment, courses and learning opportunities.  These 
could include such activities as:

•  Museums and art galleries (for example virtual tours,  
information sessions, lectures, detailed views of  art, etc.)   
•  History (e.g. source information, virtual tours, lectures,  

background materials, etc.)
Movies  •  TED Talks  •  Performance Arts 

 (for example theatre, music, opera, ballet, modern dance, etc.)
Art & craft skills development  •  Travel documentaries

•  Zoos and animal reserves (e.g. live cams, presentations  
on animals, walk-arounds with experts, etc.)

•  You Tube (videos on a huge range of  subjects)
•  MOOCS (Massive Open Online Courses)  

which are generally free university and college courses  
offered online from leading educational institutions around  

the world on a large variety of  subjects.
•  Other interesting courses and lectures

 We’ll continue to add content to this list throughout each month 
as club members tell us about their favourite entertainment and 
learning websites and webpages. So check the website regularly. 
We’ll also try to highlight in each club newsletter some of  the new 
content added to this list each month.

3.)  Online Entertainment and Learning Opportunities 

Club Notices continued .......

In addition to the entertainment and learning websites, mem-
bers can also advise us of  their other favourite webpages or websites 
with a short description of  what they are, and we’ll put these on 
the club website.  These could be sites for subjects such as general 

interest, cute pets, wildlife, music, exercise, 
yoga, meditation, books, movies, arts and 
crafts, puzzles, cartoons, humour, travel, 
etc.  We’ll categorize them for easy access.

Although it’s possible to directly publish on the website or in the 
newsletter various things like articles, puzzles, cartoons, humorous 
emails, jokes or funny photos from the internet, etc., such items 
can potentially create copyright and/or privacy issues.  The effort 
it takes to research the provenance or public domain of  those items 
and/or seek permission to publish them is simply too time consum-
ing for our club.  Consequently, while we can provide an internet 

link to such items, we won’t be directly publishing them.  The ex-
ception to this are articles from experts and the authorities around 
the COVID-19 virus that are available from widely respected sourc-
es, and such articles will appear with appropriate attribution. 

In addition, since PROBUS clubs are non-political, non-sectari-
an and non-fundraising, we will be using those principles to govern 
decisions as to what to publish on the website and in the newsletter.

4.)  Favourite Webpages and Websites 

Items Published on the Website and in the Newsletter 

Other Ideas 

•  Scheduled Online Events by Others
If  you come across interesting scheduled webinars, podcasts or 

one-time (or periodic) virtual meetings on interesting subjects (e.g. 
travel, exercise, books, creative pursuits, music, history, etc.) that 
you think other members may be interested in, please let us know.  
We’ll publish a selection of  them on this page in the website and in 
the newsletter.

•  Online Events by Members
In addition, our members have a wide variety of  interesting 

experiences and learnings in their background, and some of  you 
might be willing to do such an online ‘event” that we can present 
online for our membership.  
•  Club Sponsored Online Events

Furthermore, the club may on occasion sponsor or present on-
line events for our members, and those would be listed here as well.

5.)  Scheduled Online Events 
Between the newsletter and the website, we have the opportunity to publish a calendar of  scheduled  

online events that might be of  interest to our members.  The types of  events we could list would include:

....................  continued next page

Also we’d like you to keep in mind that the list of  web-based new initiatives we’re trying  
could be just the beginning. You may have other ideas that we could try that involve using the website  

or some other communications vehicle we haven’t thought of.  So let us know those ideas as well.
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1.)   Send us the online links to your favourite web pages or websites 
along with a brief description of what they include.

2.)   Tell us about other ideas you may have around using the web to 
help keep our club members informed and engaged in the club.

3.)   If you know of scheduled online events coming up that may be 
of interest to our club members, please let us know.  

4.)   Consider joining the Port Perry PROBUS Club Facebook group 
for lots of information and connections with club members.

5.)   Check the club website at portperryprobus.com regularly to 
see the newly added items in the Entertainment and Learning 
section and the COVID-19 section.

6.)  If you’re not already familiar with virtual meeting platforms, 
try at least one out.  Zoom seems to be one that is becoming 
popular among our club members. And if you need help with 
this, please let us know.

You can contact us at:  portperryprobus@gmail.com

How You Can Help 

Club Notices continued .......

With the suspension of  all Port Perry PROBUS club activities, all Social Committee sponsored and  
marketed events are likewise suspended at this time.  Any May 2020 events are definitely cancelled,  

and we will advise you in early May regarding the situation for events currently scheduled in June 2020.    

SOCIAL COMMITTEE UPDATE

Hi everyone,
Wow what unpredictable times we live in! I sincerely hope all 

our PROBUS Club members and their extended families are coping 
as well as can be expected during this COVID-19 period. It’s been 
difficult for all of  us to say the least. My family and I are doing 
well, and look forward to when we can all return to our PROBUS 
gatherings.

Many of  us were so looking forward to seeing Dirty Rotten 
Scoundrels this past April 4th. As you can imagine all the cast and 
crew are extremely disappointed. Most of  us grew up familiar with 
the phrase “The show must go on”. Who would have thought a 
devastating virus would be the cause of  bringing the curtain down. 
Especially disappointed are some current cast members who will 
not be available for the possible re-scheduling because of  other 
commitments. 

Our son-in-law Shane Kelly who played Uncle Fester in The 
Addams Family musical is the set designer for Dirty Rotten Scoun-
drels. He has spent numerous hours of  his free time both designing 
and building this set working with what Shane describes as the best 
set building team in amateur theatre. To see the set ready to go, but 
with no patrons allowed to attend, is a big disappointment. Our 
granddaughter Siobhan, who you may remember as Josie Pye in 
Anne of  Green Gables at OLT (our first OLT PROBUS outing), is 
sad she won’t be available to perform as the Fairy Godmother in 
Cinderella as the proposed reschedule is into 2021 and she will be 
off  to Grade 12. I hear the on-stage costume changes would have 
been amazing.

I’ve been asked by the OLT to pass on this update from the Pres-
ident of  the Oshawa Little Theatre as follows:

The OLT has suspended operations for the foreseeable future but it 
remains our intention for Dirty Rotten Scoundrels to open at some point 
in the future. After all, the staging is all set up and ready to go. Cinderella 
has also been stopped however the Board is now securing arrangements to 
retain their royalty for next year.

The announcement for OLT’s 2020/2021 season is on hold. We are 
eager to formally announce our show selections for next season and are 
determined to present more of  the quality theatre you have come to expect 
at OLT.

We thank our patrons, season subscribers and large groups such as 
the PROBUS Club of  Port Perry for their understanding during this un-
precedented time. We love (and miss) the theatre craft and couldn’t be 
more committed to having all our programs back in operations as soon as 
circumstances are appropriate.

Sincerely, 
Tristan Smith 

President Oshawa Little Theatre

I’ve been sworn to secrecy to what shows are being pursued 
for next season at OLT other than Cinderella, so I’m only going to 
give you a tiny hint - “The hills are alive…” 

Stay safe everyone
Bob McLeod 

Event Co-ordinator OLT

OSHAWA LITTLE THEATRE INFORMATION 
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PROBUS INTEREST GROUPS UPDATE
Hello everyone! I am writing this brief  message from the warmth of  my office, looking out on the road – covered in yet another layer 
of  spring snow. As we collectively ‘shelter in place’ with our immediate families, there are many ways we can get together remotely and 
support our community. I have collected examples from our amazing interest group coordinators to share with you all. 

For those members who are worried about loved ones performing essential duties, please know that support, and a empathetic friend, are 
a short email or phone call away. Please reach out to one of  us.! Gail Johnson Morris

ACTING FOR FUN
Evelyn McKenzie 

evsurfing@gmail.com  •  905-985-2587
Happy Easter to all from Evelyn. Our group is 
on hold right now. I wanted to let everyone know 
that Andrew Lloyd Webber is STREAMING 
FREE many of  his musicals as his contribu-
tion to the COVID-19 pandemic. Jesus Christ Superstar is playing 
right now and Joseph and his Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat with  
Donnie Osmond was on last week. It is a series. For show times and  
details just Google: Andrew Lloyd Webber.

ART – PROBUS OPEN STUDIO
Margaret Adamson 

madamson905@gmail.com  •  905-773-2878
Anne Harland and Rita Hilker have an idea here for those inter-
ested in making non-medical face masks, Rita Hilker (PROBUS 
member and President of  Port Perry Seniors Club) has organized 
a group to collect supplies, exchange patterns, and distribute to 
groups and individuals who need them. 
She would be happy to have more volunteers and can be contacted 
at: portpsc101@gmail.com.

BOARD GAMES
Jenny Yorgason 

j.yorgason@xplornet.ca  •  905-986-5441 and
Bill Morrison 

billandmaryare@gmail.com  •  905 439 0484.
Board Games Group is on hold. Members are enjoying remote 
board games, like scrabble, on their computers. Denise Throp has 
been enjoying scrabble games with her sister who lives in the UK! 
See the Port Perry PROBUS FaceBook group for details on how 
to enjoy games on your computer or tablet.

 BOOK CLUB
Mary Arlt 

arltmary21@gmail.com  •  905-982-0159 
Our book club is keeping in touch via email. Everyone is doing 
well and we are considering a group meeting via Zoom. We will not 

be adding any readers to our group. However, 
from time to time there could be changes to our 
numbers and I will keep you informed. Here is a 
heads up on upcoming books for 2020: The Lost 
Letter by Jillian Cantor, Born A Crime by Trevor 
Noah and The Silent Patient by Alex Michaelides. 

       

MODEL BOATS • WINE TASTING II
Please sign up at our next PROBUS meeting.

‘Shelter in Place’ Interest Group Updates:
NOTE - in the case of  all Interest Groups, if  you have questions or wish to join, please contact the Coordinator

....................  continued next page

I’ve listed some options I’ve personally used with groups:

Zoom: 
Great product – ok to about 100 attendees. Just watch Zoom as it 
has some issues with hacking of meetings that can be addressed if  
you close some preferences as the meeting host. It also relies upon 
internet service that is patchy where I am (King’s Bay) – especially 
when everyone is on a video and phone link – it stutters and stalls. 

FaceBook Messenger: 
You can create a group from your friend and then video call each 
other for free. Set up a group on messanger and then set a time to 
call. This is a very easy approach for small groups with folks that are 
on FB but not much else.

 
WhatsApp: 
It’s an encrypted chat feed with notifications etc. Better on phones/
iPad than computer – I can’t figure how to get it on my computer...

If  you would like to coordinate a new remote group or shared 
experience, please let Gail know at interestgroups.portperry 
probus@gmail.com. Count on Gail to help you get the word out 
and to engage other members. Note: In-person meet ups are on 
hold during the ‘shelter in place’ directive. Options for keeping 
engaged are noted next.

Remote Group Get Togethers:
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BOOKWORMS BOOK CLUB
Brenda Manns 

mannsx2@sympatico.ca and  
Agnes Shaw 

theshaw@sympatico  •  905-982-1558
The Bookworms enjoyed Born a Crime by Trevor Noah for the 
March get together. Further meetings are on hold and members are 
contacting each other via email. When we can start up again, our 
meetings will be held on the 4th Tuesday of  each month at 1:30 
rotating between the members’ homes. If  you’re interested in join-
ing this group we can add you to our waiting list. Please contact 
Brenda if  you have any questions. 

       

BOWLING FOR FUN
Ann Skinner  

skinntj@gmail.com and
Pat McDougall  

patmcdougall@yahoo.com
Bowling For Fun is on the ‘shelter in place’ hiatus. Typically we 
bowl the last Thursday of every 
month. When we start back up and if  
you would like to join in the fun and 
enjoy social time please contact Ann 
by email

BREAKFAST CLUBS
 Mary-Anne Unwin  

interestgroups.portperryprobus@gmail.com
Mary-Anne is keeping members remotely engaged with her fre-
quent light hearted emails, texts and calls.   

BRIDGE – BEGINNERS/INTERMEDIATE
Judy Anderson 

judykins999@yahoo.ca  
Our group is in a hiatus. If  anyone 
has suggestions for online games 
we might join, please be in touch. 
When we start back up, this group 
will meet on a weekly basis on Tues-
day afternoons. With the basics of  
bidding and play of  the hand cov-
ered, we’ve moved to a shuffle and 

play format. This allows the group to feel comfortable with playing 
traditional kitchen bridge which incorporates scoring. Occasional 
discussions come up regarding bidding, but for the most part play-
ers have become independent. Although our group is currently full, 
we anticipate adding new members.   

 

CREATE & CHAT
Lou Ellen Clement-Hobbs 

chichi@persona.ca  •  705-432-3229
This group is off  and running! When we are back to meeting 
in person, note that there is still room to join and take pleasure 
in good company and yummy treats. Please contact Lou at the 
above email address for more information.

CRIBBAGE
Barb Rootham 

brb.rootham@gmail.com  •  905-985-9066
“The Fifteen For Two Crew” meets bi-weekly on Thursday af-
ternoons at alternating members’ homes. Cribbage can be played 
with 2, 3, or 4 players, so there is never a challenge of  not enough 
players to enjoy the afternoon games. We currently have nine 
members, and new members are always welcome when we can 
meet in person again. Most of  the group has an App where they 
play against a computer opponent. Barb reports that the com-
puter has NO interesting stories to tell! Contact Barb for more 
information.

CURRENT EVENTS
Linda Schell 

lindaschellconsulting@gmail.com 
 905-242-8877

We are working at fostering remote meetings –  
either with FaceTime, FaceBook Messager or 
with Zoom, depending upon the group mem-
bers. Join us if  you are interested in delving into 

the news of  the day. We explore global, national, and community 
topics at each meeting. Please contact Linda if  you are interested 
in joining our discussions about news and views. 

       

FUN DARTS
John Leahy  

jleahy6@gmail.com  •  905-982-2695 2695 and  
Ken Crossley 

magentis@checkmail.ca or 705-786-1707
Fair warning from John – he got back from Florida and spent 
his 14 days of  isolation brushing up his game. When Fun 
Darts can meet again, he will take on all challengers. When the 
‘shelter in place’ directive is lifted, the club will start getting to-
gether in person every Tuesday 2:15 - 4:30 p.m. at The Canadi-
an Legion Branch 419 at 484 Bay St. (basement) corner of  Bay 
and Old Simcoe St., in Port Perry. A Legion Membership is 
not required. Ladies are welcome. Don’t worry about your 
skill level this is not a league, it’s just for fun only. We also have 
a 50/50 draw. P.S. Please remove your hat when entering the  
Legion out of  respect for the fallen. For information please contact 
John or Ken.

PROBUS Interest Groups continued .......

....................  continued next page
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DINNER  –  
GUESS WHO’S COMING TO DINNER (GWCTD)

Carole Matthews 
dandcm43@yahoo.ca  •  905-982-2702  

Note that this group is currently in a holding pattern pending lift-
ing of  the current ‘shelter in place’ guidelines. Please note for 
your future planning that this group is open and meets once a 
month on a Saturday evening. We send an email to the group 
with details of  our next meeting. We expect a lot of  members to 
attend our dinners throughout the spring and summer, and many 
restaurants in the area only have a limited amount of  room, so 
when you get the notice of  the dinner, please RSVP early. If  we 
get more interest than the number of  seats available, we do keep 
a wait list in the event of  cancellations. New members are always 
welcome! Please contact Carole for questions.

DINNER  – THE MUNCHKINS
Marg Miller

margandrodmiller@gmail.com  •  226-229-9073
Marilyn Hanna 

jf.hanna@powergate.ca  •  905-985-6322
The Munchkins Dinner Group typically meets monthly on the 
3rd Thursday of  the month at 5:30 p.m. We are on hold right now 
and checking the menus of  all our favourite haunts!

EUCHRE – AFTERNOON 
Ann Berube 

ann.sundowner@gmail.com  •  905-985-7102
This Group is on a hiatus and looks forward to being able to  meet 
on alternate Friday afternoons, the recent norm being for a few 
members to be absent from time to time due to escaping our love-
ly winter for a few weeks and adventuring south. This doesn’t 
stop those left behind enjoying the games, socializing and great 
refreshments. The group is currently full, but if  you would like to 
be a Spare, don’t hesitate to contact Ann at the email above.

BID EUCHRE – AFTERNOON 
Jayne Rees 

rees.jayne@gmail.com  •  905-852-4997 or
Ann Berube 

ann.sundowner@gmail.com  •  905-985-7102
The Bid Euchre Group is also on hiatus. The schedule will start 
up when we have the nod from our government. The group plays 
on alternate Fridays and usually has good attendance and a lot 
of  fun. We have lots of  regular players, but we are looking for a 
couple of  spares. If  you know the game, or would like to learn it, 
please give either Jayne or Ann a quick call.

EUCHRE - THE TABLE TALKERS – AFTERNOON  
Barb Rootham 

brb.rootham@gmail.com  •  905-985-9066 
Susan Merriman 

susan.j.merriman@gmail.com  •  416-892-2127
Stayed tuned for when we start up after the hiatus. The group did 
meet monthly on the 1st Tuesday of  each month at 1:30 p.m. in 
members’ homes. Please contact Barb or Susan for information.

EUCHRE – EVENING
Margaret Adamson

madamson905@gmail.com  •  905-773-2878
These monthly evening euchre games are played at 7:00 p.m. on 
the Tuesday evening of  our PROBUS General Meeting. We have 
started a waiting list for spares. A rotating schedule for the mem-
bers to host in their homes has been set up for 2020.

FOODIES! 
Melodie Scott 

bmgscott101@gmail.com  •  905-767-1505
Our Foodies group has an active FaceBook page. We are sharing 
pictures and recipes there. We have some real cooks in our crew 
that have posted some yummy meals.

GARDENING – BLOOMERS! 
Heather Hill Gibson 

hhillgibson17@gmail.com  •  905-985-9108
The ‘Bloomers!’ planned trip out to Century Home and Green-
houses for our April meeting was postponed. We are 
active on our FaceBook group and enjoying get-
ting our plants and flower beds cleared up for 
Spring. One member made a new hoop garden 
and will keep us posted on the results. Some 
members have seen some early bulbs pushing 
through – a great sign!

GENEALOGY 
Heather Hill Gibson 

hhillgibson17@gmail.com  •  905-985-9108
Our first meeting was cancelled with the library closed. We are 
eagerly waiting for when the ‘shelter in place’ guidelines are lift-
ed. In the meantime, we are focusing on getting the correct full 
names of  our ancestors and the date/location of  their birth.

GOLF
Dave Matthews 

dandcm43@yahoo.ca  •  905-982-2702
Watch this space for notice of  when the game will start-up back up.

PROBUS Interest Groups continued .......

....................  continued next page
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HIKING
Bill Morrison 

billandmaryare@gmail.com 
905-439-0484 (home)  or  905-439-0484 (cell)

Typically the hiking group meets twice monthly, on the first and 
third Fridays. Hikes usually start at 9:25 a.m.; particulars for each 
hike are emailed to group members a few days before the planned 
hike date. To join the group, or for any questions, please contact 
Bill. Bill emphasizes that social distancing is being adhered to on 
the hikes and meals have been suspended until the guidelines are 
lifted.

 

INVESTMENT – PORT INVESTMENT GROUP
Ann Skinner 

skinntj@gmail.com
The club is not meeting in person and we plan to recommence 
our monthly sessions remotely in April.

JAZZ 
Coordinator Needed!

Jazz is best enjoyed in a reflective mood. Now is 
the time to listen to some Miles Davis. Just Google 
his name and you can find some wonderful videos 
to enjoy.

LAWN BOWLING
Dennis Bayley

dennis.bayley@icloud.com  •  289-989-0178
Lawn Bowls Canada has cancelled all club activities. Let us know 
if  anyone has set up a bowling lane in the living room!

LUNCH MEETUP
Gail Johnson Morris 

interestgroups.portperryprobus@gmail.com
As soon as we can get together we will fire up this lunch group.  
I look forward to seeing you then!

THE LUNCH BUNCH
Susan Barber 

susan_barber_4@live.com  •  905-854-5771
The lunch group is on hold until we may enjoy lunch together in 
person.

MODEL BOATS
Coordinator Needed!

If  you are interested in models boats, you can find designs and 
‘how to’ by using Google searches. Note that we have several 
members interested in building model boats. We just need a co-
ordinator to get the group going. If  you’re interested in Model 
Boats and possibly to join the interest group, please sign up at the 
next in-person member’s meeting.

MOVIE GROUP
Denise Throp 

deniset1954@gmail.com
Our in-person movie nights are on hold right now. The group has 
been sharing their movie lists via email. Denise is also enjoying 
complex jigsaw puzzles and reading new ebooks. You can still get 
on the distribution list to hear about all the movies on offer that 
PROBUS friends are likely to attend. Bargain Alert!: Join to get 
early notice of  the excellent $2.00 movies held at the Port Perry 
Library 6:30 p.m. on Thursday evenings! 

PHOTOGRAPHY
Jim Wakeford  

jrwakeford@yahoo.ca or 905-985-2030
We are navigating such an unusual time. If  you have a smart 
phone, you might try some of  the filters and the different features 
available. Perhaps you can do a study of  the sky – with and with-
out colour, saturation levels etc. You may just catch the photog-
raphy bug! 

SINGLETONS
Denise Throp: deniset1954@gmail.com and

Cathy Jeffrey: cjef@bell.net  
We are getting creative by enjoying the various remote activities 
available to us from the museums and streaming services.

THEATRE TOWN HALL
Judy  L. Anderson 

ukeladyjudy@gmail.com  •  905-985-4257  
The Town Hall is dark. SCSMusicals has postponed The Little  
Mermaid to November with the same cast. We meet on Zoom to 
keep our spirits up. April 11th would have been the closing per-
formance. Judy is a member of  another local group that meets by 
Zoom to jam and also enjoys YouTube tutorials to continue their 
learning process. Some great ideas for us all!.

TRAVEL - INTERNATIONAL
Judy Spring 

judith.spring@outlook.com  •  905-447-4557
Stayed tuned for when bus and air travel is once again on the  
agenda!

WINE TASTING I
Jim Adamson 

jim.adamson07@aol.com  •  905-773-2878
Sheltering in place can mean enjoying a nice 
new wine. We recommend you consider a 
‘stay at home’ tasting. There are some terrif-
ic YouTube tutorials for how to ‘taste’ a wine 
and what you might consider.  

PROBUS Interest Groups continued .......
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Patricia Bayley, who most members in the club know, has written a very moving poem about the Corona-
virus challenges we face and those who put their own lives at risk for us.  
Patricia and her husband Dennis, who celebrated their Diamond wedding anniversary (60 years) on April 
2nd with letters of  congratulations from Queen Elizabeth, the Governor General and the Prime Minister 
of  Canada, were two of  the first members of  the Port Perry PROBUS Club.  
Patricia is an accomplished poet in addition to her long career in education. Below is Patricia’s poem, and 
immediately following is a link to the CTV News broadcast of  April 17, 2020, where Patricia reads her 
poem accompanied by beautiful photos and music.  

Stay the course
Over the mountains and under the sea
are all kind of  mysteries for you and for me.
So many problems that wait to be solved
many adventures before they’re resolved.
There’s equipment to gather and skills to perfect
if  we’re to prevent all our plans being wrecked.
We’re good at the planning and choosing our crew
a variety of  people who know what to do.
          The same now applies to Covid nineteen.
Distance and common sense, masks to be seen.
We lean on the science and medical skills
for prevention and cure of  all of  our ills.
          Ignoring all rumours and staying the course.
Thanking the nurses and all front line force.
Doctors and carers and firemen too whose
lives they are risking for me and for you.
          We offer our prayers in this ungodly hour
That all will be saved by omnipotent power.

L. Patricia Bayley
April 15, 2020

Link to CTV Broadcast  (go to 22:47 minute mark in the broadcast):   
https://montreal.ctvnews.ca/video?playlistId=1.4901941    

Stay the Course
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COVID-19 VIRUS INFORMATION

“When does social distancing end? These graphs show  
where we’re heading and why”
Ivan Semeniuk, Science Reporter,  
The Globe & Mail, Published March 20, 2020
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/ 
business/technology/science/article-when-does-social- 
distancing-end-these-graphs-show-where-were-heading/

“What’s the difference between a cold, the flu and corona virus”
April 2, 2020. Chart courtesy of   https://intermountainhealth-
care.org/blogs/topics/live-well/2020/03/whats-the- 
difference-between-a-cold-the-flu-and-coronavirus/    

“How to make your own face mask”
Scottie Andrew, CNN 
Illustrations: Leah Abucayan, CNN
Updated 12:51 PM ET, Sun April 5, 2020
https://www.cnn.com/2020/04/04/health/how-to-make-
your-own-mask-wellness-trnd/index.html

“Saving Your Health, One Mask at a Time”
Peter Tippett MD PHD 
Linked In  April 7, 2020 
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/saving-your-health-one 
mask-time-peter-tippett-md-phd

We will be publishing articles and government announcements regarding the COVID-19 virus  
in this section of  the newsletter.  Some of  these will be published in part or in full in the newsletter and some will be a link 

with a brief  description and attribution details.  
If  you have something like this that you come across and feel it might be of  use to our members,  

please submit it to portperryprobus@gmail.com
On the club website you will also find a partial list of  restaurants  and food outlets (and their contact information)  

in the Port Perry area that are open to provide food take-out service and sometimes delivery.
Listed below are links to some COVID-19 articles:

6 feet

Paper and tissue 3 hours
paper**

Copper* 4 hours

Cardboard* 24 hours

Wood** 2 days

Cloth** 2 days

Stainless steel* 2-3 days

Polypropylene plastic* 3 days

Glass* 4 days

Paper money** 4 days

Outside of 7 dayssurgical mask**

 Surface Lifespan of COVID-19 Virus

How long the new coronvirus can live on surfaces

At 69.8 to 73.4°F (21 to 23°C) and 40% relative humidity   **At 71°F and 65% relative humidity
Source: New England Journal of Medicine*; The Lancet Microbe**             BUSINESS INSIDER

Fever Common Rare Common

Fatigue Sometimes Sometimes Common

Cough  Mild 

Sneezing No Common No

Aches and Sometimes Common Commonpains

Runny or Rare Common Sometimesstuffy nose

Sore throat Sometimes Common Sometimes

Diarrhea Rare No 

Headaches Sometimes Rare Common

Shortness 
Sometimes No Noof breath

Common*
(usually dry)

Common*
(usually dry)

Sometimes
for children

Coronavirus
Symptoms range from
mild to severe

 Symptoms Flu
Abrupt onset
of symptoms

Cold
Gradual onset
of symptoms

Symptom chart: 
what to watch for

Sources: World Health Organization, Centres for Disease Control and Prevention


